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** U you are for a Republic* why do you not make it in a direA 
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'< afk whether I hate a Republic Speculation^ I will a«fwer> KOI I 
«• iovc, revere, and adore the true Principles of a Republic I'* 
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T was imagined that Mr. Burke for a variet/ 
of reafons would, on bis debts being paid, and 
his neccffities provided for by a pejifion on 
three lives,* have quietly refigned hirnfelf to 

* If my informatioD is ac^nirate, the fdlowing is ibe 
precife order in which the penfions have been finally ar- 
ranged. Another arrangement had been in contemplation, 
but on its being difcovered by Mr. Burke that it was not fo 
profitable, it was relinquifhed. It is but common juftice to 
acknowledge, that no man better underftands the theory 
and prafiice of lucrative bargains than that gentleman. 
A penfion for his own life and that of his wife on £. 

the civil lift . . . , • * 1200 
One ditto on three lives, out of the 4{ per cent futid 1550 
Qne4tttooathfeelivetoutofdo.for • • . ii$o 

if. 3706 
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the wife difpcnfations of Providence, and fought 
xefuge in his Breviary from all the multiplied, 
mortifications to which he had been expofedby 
a mind debafed, crippled, and ulcerated, even 
to a gangrene, by the confciou&cfs of yertatilb 
guilt. 

His chaplet and rofary it was thought would 
have exercifed Jhis meek faculties in a Ipecies ' 
of arithmetic very different to that which he 
had fludied in his commerce with a profane 
world ; and as his rofary and chaplet had beeiti 
long in difufe, they would have come back to 
bis embraces with all the captivating charms of 
novelty. Tliofe who gave Mr. Burke credit 
for the piety he profefles, expelled that thole 
holy facilities to falvation would have adini- 
tiiftered confolation and amufement to his dif- 

• » • 

tempered imagination, and rendered the cloif- 
ters of Beaconsfield no lots acceptable, in the 
evening and decline of life, than its merry 
hall and feftive apartments had been in the 
proud and "happy days of ripcnefi full-blown 
vanity. 

If on examining, in the filent melancholy 
gloom of his retreat, his account with offended. 
Heg^ven, the fum total of his manifold tranf- 
greflions, bearing hard upon his confciencc, 
had awakened bis fears for the future, and mur- 
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Jdcrdd' hope; a confeflbr might have been 
found, without much difficulty, whofe charity 
would have kept pace with the delinquency of 
.his penitent, and who, on the mere femblancc 
of contrition, would readily have granted a 
fulLand entire remiffion of fins, without fub- 
jetSling the verferable offender to the rude trial 
of any very fevere or humiliating penance. 

Mr. Burke, it is very well known, is not 
wholly unacquainted with the accommodating 
ipirit of the Romilh clergy ; he- has mixed 
much with that defcription of people, and mufl 
have ot)fei"ved that they are as indulgent to thofe 
of thek own per^uafion, as they are infolent, 
intolerant, and inexorable to all others. -His 
confeffions in early life cannot be altogether ef- 
faced from his memory ; the recoUedlion of 
them may . pofiibly have operated as a ftimulus 
to that zeal with which he endeavours to re- 
plunge an emancipated world once more into 
ignorance, barbarifm, and vaffalage ; nor can 
any thing Ihort of the groffeft turpitude or de- 
lufion enable us to ^cccount for his extreme 
folicitude to reinflate the Mother Church in all 
that pomp and omnipotence which more en- 
lightened times have happily wrefted ifrom hef 
iniquitous gripe and ufurpation. 

B a I hope 



( 4 ) 

; I hope it will not offeiid the extreme piety ii 
this competitor for one of his Majefly's titlea— 
this new defender of exploded faith — whea I 
i^iTert, that he is entitled to claim as a rights «fi 
that Rome has to beftow in the way of abfblu- 
tion. I cannot think that the holy poaliif 
of the preient day, great as his ooniimiar 
tion and: alarm mufl: be in this awfi^ no^ 
ment of univerfal dread and defpondencf,* 

can 

^ II If DOty perhsps, generally Imown ia tftis coitelrjv 
dut the ceduley, or p«>cr money, at Romc^ wiuch bad the 
bscit, credit and cnrreacy of our bank notes, are at this 
jnoment at 30 per cent* diicouBf. Tbat the holytroifuiy, 
in which the acquifittons fvom ceeononnjr under thb pontUt 
cate were enoFmous, and to which acce&daly eottlll bt'but 
by the jeniit concurrence of the pope, the cardiaaki and the 
fenators ; that the facr^d co^c;i: which contaiaed thia Hnmenfe 
treafure, fortified and fecured under treble locks, to each 
oF which there was a fq>arate key^ have had their po'n* 
derons bolts driven back, in virtue of the obly power that 
could ha^ done it, aounaniaKms refolveof thepartiea'trt^ 
partite ; that the church u in Immmtta JUmgef% and this imA 
&as been alnaoft diffipated in regimeatingy maintaining, and 
decorating,, a rabbie the molt ianguiuary and debauched, 
perhaps, In Europe, ^ttb great coats and cloaks, who never 
knew what- cloathfDg wat^ and wbich a mild and beneficent 
dttnate has. retntered, in iomt degree, ufeleft ^ where d«m» 
bers Qeep under no othtr canopy than tbat of Hcavei^ aoKl 
where many of them were begotten and product J tha^ 
flreets, their cradle' and abode ! what diredion will thefe 
men take with arms in their hands,, wben the funds arc 
i6(]uNifled by which they are at prefent fo prodigally main- 

tsunedy 
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can have av^rlooked fuch trai;ifccndiaBt me- 
rit, or deny its .ftrpng claim to' reward in the 

, next 

^tainejd, aod which^ hot arifing from revenue or cdmmerce, 
'. or pious (contributions, as in days of yore, mufl foon fail ? 
•yBut this queClion applies to othernations,as well as to Romey 
.and tl^pfe who can behold the prefent profpe6t of affairs 
^iinmOiVedy and without alarm for the futurey mufl have 
gftrpnger^ nerves and a greater (hare of philofophy ihan I can 
-jboaft. 

That you may be convinced I do not flate at random 
^e impoveri(hed condition of the Holy Treafury, I annes^ 
i}ie,t(3Qtrad of a iett^rl have lately received fropn a perfon 
of high rank who was on the fpot, and on whpfe veracity 

jl can depend. It is a curious but faithful account of the mo- 

«... 

/^s and finaiices of Ronfie at the clofe'of the i8tlh century. 
** Je crois que >le'trefor de Sixte V. etait de 18 millions 
f* ij^ectts Romain^i 4 ecus Romainis pour votre livre fteriing. 
- ^ Ct que voui dites de plus eft jufte. 
i ^^ht Pape a du lever 18 mille hommes, en lJ^^^ 

Le ti^fdr eft vuide tnaintenant ; les cedules perdent 30 
V pour 100 ; et te Fape vient de mettre un impot ; le^ Biend 
^/ Sc^defiaiHques font impofes un quart.— Yoici au vicl 
t *' adage Rom^ en Pafquinien : 

. ^ . . S^mfer ^ Sex\ih ferdita Rma ffiii. 

^it fit feintet^ glorieufemejit regnante s'appelle PieVL*' 

'*** Jcvaii malntement vous tenir parqle, mon cker ami, 
^* pour les devotions du peuple Remain alliees ^ I4 fc^le- 
i>*r^effc. 

♦* Ccft I TAra cceli, Convent de Rccollets ^ la H^e du 
^ Capitole^ oi^ une image miraculeufe de Tepfant Jefus ea 

^» Boin 
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^eact world, although he has little or notiiinff 
left ,to befiow in this. I cannot think that 

Mr, 

y '^ois cQuyert de ^ian^ny e& .conferyee dani jine chaDclie 
1^ intcrieure du Cou^nt^ fou9 le nom du BambinQ. L« 
*^ concours du peyple y eft prodigieux ; chaqite jour, k 
^^ €ha(J^e iulhint, furtogj: le^'foirs k Theure de VAv^ Ma- 

V ria, lc& I JO et que)ques mardi^es de oiarbre qui cohdnifeat 
y (du fol de ;la rilic, a la porte dc TegHfe, iont courertev 
<^ de perfonnes de tout age, et de tout fexe, qui en diiaat 

V Icur chapelet en paiticulier, iponii^nt }e8 degres de cet t[^ 
f/ C^ief a g^jgpqix, cjt d^ns ies cafes formees dans le jnartitc 
y p^r l^s genou;c ; d'ou voijs pouyez jug& du nombre pr^ 
<f> digieux des devots, 

<^ II faut benir Dieu dc cette ))iete fa^s doute ; mats H 
^' f4Ut frcmir auflK et bien dav^nt^ge des fealtmens qui la 
y di<St<^nt, Cette foule i^Qombrable a'ed ainCi devote que 
** par c^ces jjc pefver(}t^; c'eft un fils qui vitnt demandcr 
<< ^ Bambino, la mort de fon pere ; c'eft une iille qui vicut 
<' prier 1^ Bambino de h faire avorter j C'eft un amant qui 
*f vient fnppljer le Bambino de lui liaiie trouvor fl l?ecaiFl^le 
** niari de fa maitrefle, poijr po^^yoir I'aiTailiner en furete ^ 
** c'^ft cette femme ^duJt?rQ, qiji yicnj conjurer le Bam- 
M bino, de ue p^s df cpuyrir r^gipolfonpemcnt de {bq pari, ' 

^* La Scala Santa de 33 marches de Marbre, et d'autres edi- 
^^ fices facres, preb de St. Jean de Latran. eA teUement ufe« 
♦♦ par Ics gcpou^ des affliiehs qu'on n'y peut plus oionter, ' 
«' et que chaqqe nj^rche eft recouvertc d'unc ^utr^ TOarckc 
f * en bois, ^c, Uc. &c* 

. ♦* Mais quand j'aurais une boudie de fer, 
♦♦ Toqjours parlan^, je ne pourrais fuifir-e, 
♦♦ Mon chcr le<^eur, a te nombrer & dire, 
** Combieo de faints on rencopire enfer. 
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Mr. Burke will be forgotten, where the Abbi 
Maury has been lb well remembered; thfe pre- 
tenfipns of the prelate in Italy, compared to 
thofe of his Jay brother in England, are trifling 
and unimportant, and cannot come in compel- 
tition with the indefatigable labours of the Bca- 
.consfield hermit. The profcribed cardinal^ for 
he is every where abhorred, contented himfelf 
with endeavouring to retaiti France (grown rcf- 
tive) within the limits of feudal vaflalage and 
obedience ; but his fellow-labourer in favour of 
ancient frauds and abufes, with a mind mora 
enlarged, and with views far more extenfive, 
animated by the indifcriminating zeal of a con- 
vert newly made, and inflamed almoft to mad- 
nefs, by the ardor and vehemence of a fanati- 
cifm entirely his own, would willingly refl:ore 
antient abuies to their former credit, and make 
the infallibility of the Pope once more the fl:an- 
dard of our faith, and the obje<St of our adoration. 
All thefe exertions are well known to the entire 
clergy of Rome, whofe prayers and* benedic- 
tions, whofe fpurious and adulterate embraces* 
are preferred to the afiedlionate and legitimate 
carcfles of the country of which he was once 
confidered its brighteft ornament, and that has 

** Car tous les pelerins marmotons, fe croient tous des 
** faints, parcequi'ls ont ditavc; ou prie le Bambino, avant 
f* ou apr&s leiirs crimes.** 

Ye^ Mr. Burke would preferve thefe fuperftitions — pcr- 
})ap^s from an afiedion for their effe^s ! 

every 
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ev^ claim to his gratitude^ his ierviceSj and 
attachment. 

His toil in behalf of difcarcjcd tyrannjr 
and foperftition^ may deferve recompence^ but. 
£rom whom ? Surely not from this country or 
its gOfvemment. h^t Mr. Bur);e feck recom^ 
peace ftom ^thoie whom he has laboured tp 
&rve» and not from thofe whom it is known 
he has injured. Let his attachment to tyranny 
and fup^ftitioa meet with favour from thofe 
who aire benefitted by their preferviation, I 
bare no objedlion^ .The various interefls of 
this double curie on imanhood have had his. 
caiiiefi and his latefl cares from the very mo^* 
incut that freedom dawned pn France. 

iPnm that very inilant, and before even pre^ 
icieiie^ itfelf could foreiee the wild and merci*. 
Ids fury with which the beauteous fiatue of li<- 
berty h^s been polluted, mutilated^ and , de-*. 
£led in that dtfbra£led country^ Mr. Burkrj^ 
cfiwts were exerted to preserve to its ileek and 
pamrpered clergy - the full monopoly, they en* 
joyed for ages in the profitable barter of relics^ 
mirades^ diipcnfationsy pleoafy indulgences^ 
, pardons, and all the diigufiiag bufiboneries 
which impofiure, aided by credulity and power^ 
had contrived, manu^stdtuiedi and ponvertedt 
wto^&akle^lmsnAt^w^^ coomioditif s^ 

for 
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for the triple purpofe of enriching a profligate 
voluptuous priefthood, cozening the deluded 
nations of the earth, and brutalizing the hti-^ 
man ipecies over the whole furface of the habi-> 
table globe! What an immenfe trade, my dear 
Sir, was carried on for centuries between dead 
^nts and living finners! Every churcl^ 
chapel, and cathedral in the iervice of Rome> 
had its huckfter's flail or ihop, where a reve^ 
rend commiilibn broker conftantly attended^ 
ready to deliver from his purified hands, each 
wonderr working article, to the different dc-^ 
fcriptions of deluded Chriflians, who Aocked 
in crowds to the ecclefiaflical market, in the 
pious' hope of purchaling health, cures, and 
interceflions from faints ; and dare I repeat the 
execrable profanation ? remiflionof fins, an4 
the releafe of pounded fouls in purgatory from^ 
Heaven ! This fraudulent-^blafphemous bar*, 
ter, Mr. Burke feems anxious to preferve,. 
under the fiimfy, ftale, and artful pretext, that 
all eflablifhmehts ought to be held facred. . If 
4hit man was in his dotage, I could accoqnt^ 
for his abiurdities, contradkSlions, and even^ 
for his milchievous falliesin the imbecilities of a 
mind driven to tlefpaar, and worn out by itS: 
own irritations. ' But he pretends to fanity, Sir^. 
•and he may be confidered as i&ne, aa long aS; 
lie 18 flifFered to ga about at large and without a^ 

C keeper. 



keeper. Admitting then that he perfcAly undciv 
flands ivhat he is doing, and that he is iincere in 
his preferit opinions, it is evident that he has no 
ot)je<5lions to tlie di (honourable traffic that en- 
riches, knaves at the expence of fools, and 
which has had no inconfiderable fliare in cor- 
ruptingthc morals of Europe. He docs not fed 
ihocked nor ifcandalifcd at the impious effron- 
tery of a priefl: {landing proxy for the divinity, 
and making God give the lie to his own com- 
mandments; virtue compromifing with vicc,^ 
and the bounty of Heaven put up to public 
au(ftion> have nothing in them to Ihockor offend 
the piety of Mr- Burke, even murder, the moft 
atrocious of all crimes, and againft which the 
irrevocable curfe of the Almighty Hands regif-* 
teitd in facred writ, became licenfed, and 
even juftified, whenever the church, always 
diftreffed or avaricious, found it convenient to 
her purpofe, to prote<Sl the affaffin !' 

. ........ 

I will pais over the ill-concealed debaucheries 

of the religion? of both fexes of the catholic re- 
ligion, whofe vows Ihould bind them to prayers, 
abflincnce, and chaftity ; I will forbear, in cqif^^ 
pafiibn to^Ke tefyg^ bilhops from. France^ nil 
comments on Jixe reiterated vows of > chaftity 
and celibacy, which the dergy^ of their per- 
fuafion voluntarily make in the fece of Hea- 
ven 
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ven, and as voluntarily violate in the face of 
their miflrefTes ; neither will I' dwell on the 
well-authenticated tales of nuns and friars, 
from the vcty firft eftablifliment of monafte- 
ries, playing at Adam and Eve in theit fubter- 
xanean rccefles, running about from convefit 
to convent like rabbits in iheir burrows, and- 
configning the wretched produce of their illicit 
amours to a premature diflblutipn, before na- 
ture had ripened the miferable embryos into 
ihape or exigence. 

If Mr. Burke fliould queftion the truth ojf 
thefe faAs, or if the myfteries of th^ pibus 
brothels ihould, peradventure, afford him aiiy 
pleafure i\x the recital, I refer him to his frieritls 
the French clergy in England, who can give 
him abundant information on all thefe topics. 
The fadls that I have flated are too notorious 
to be denied — they are certainly too atrocious 
to be defended. Yet Mr. Burke, who is fo 
anxious to prefervc the beauty, lymmctry, and 
juft proportions, of the moral world, cries fa- 
cril^e when it is attempted to purge thefe holy 
receptacles of accumulated filth ; thefe vaults 
Hiid caverns, above and under ground, where 
thoCb who are wedded to Chrifl carry on an 
adultibxms cdmmerce With man. ' Mr* Burke 
tells us that tbqr arefacrcd depofitories/ never 

C 2 to 
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to be approach^ but with a^c and vct»e- 
ration! 

Mr. Burke, who declaims on the wholefomc 
properties of religion, its ufes, objeAs, and ul- 
timate ends, with alt the glow and vivid heat 
k\\2it belongs to ^n heart warm in the caufe of 
Virtue ; Mr. Burke, who contends with frantic 
viblfencte on the neceflity of preferving all the 
Tites, forms, appendages, and multifarious 
abufes of the Roman Catholic religion, as in- 
difpenfably connected with the peace, happi- 
fTe(5, atid very exiftence of civil fociety ; Mr. 
Burke, who would pervert omt underftandings 

• ' and debauch our hearts by the rich eloquencb 
of his wonderfully well-gifted mind, has hinl- 

^ 'fdf taught us to diftruft his fincerity, and re- 
jcS. his opinions, not only from the littk re- 
gard he has fhewn through life for either, but 
'firora the folly and imp^adence of maintaining 

' their inftitutions* kdo^irn to be vicious andcot^ 

'■' Tupt in piinciple JUS well as praftice, ihould be 
held focfbd and confecrated to all eterriity,^ 
^hat no part of liny ecolefiaftical fiftablilhment 
fe to be appmadhed by unhallowed hands, or 
^4jJ^n gazfcd atv by ptofano i^yes, atnd, leaft erf 
^11/ fliO^ld thcii? abufes be €l3gamatted, left thofe 
V^ho would reform' them ihould ha?ve lefs ctf 
(l^'i^int tt^nthe iiprier it^ OpodOod! 
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nty dear Sir^ if fuch arguments had prevailed 
in the days of Mary, tlic proper foverciga for 
fuck a fubjeft, Leeds, Birmingham, Man- 
cbefter, and all the great trading towns in 
JEnglandv would have been crammed with ihot 
nafteries iuilead of manufa<5lories : oior ;ad- 
, venturous feamen, who proudly bring boQie 
the rich freights of a tributary world, would 
have been finooth-faced Recollects or bearded 
.Capuchins. Inflead of the, various ordqr^.of 
merit with which a juil and diij:rimiQy^ting 
monarch rewards valour in the field, wifdom 
in the cabinet, and virtue every where elfe, 
the fix. orders of mendicant friars, with all the 
' floth, vices, and irregularities, tliat folio vy^ in 
their foul and peftilential train, would alpne 
have been known to us, and even Mr- Burke,, 
the grofs libeller of the Duke of Bedford, and 
the mean, fulfome, purchafed paneg)rrift of 
lord Grenville. Mr. Burke, the intrepid et^sim- 
f)ion of a nation*s rights> at ojie period, of his 
life, and a penlioned, iervile, and degraded 
.-fycophant at another, would, perhaps, have 
beea- a lazy, voluptuous Benedi<Stine at Woo- 
^m or St. Alban's, or a barefooted Carmelite 
•with a Gruckix in one hand and a firing of 
:bead8 in &e other, levying, as at .prefent^ .but 
in a-lels prodil6):ive way^ Contiibutions^,0Q; the 
. ionts and daughters of induAry.for his fygi^rt. 

What 
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What U it to the prefeirt age^ and of what con- 
fequence can it be to future ag^s, whether 
iiuther was provoked to quarrel with Leo, be- 
caufe he favoured the Dominicans with the 
fale of indulgences inftead of the Auguftines ? 
Are we to deny or rdjedt the good that refulted 
iMm the revolt, becaafe the motive was no4 
abfolutely difinterefted ? What is it to us, or 
to our pofterity, that the jealoufy of a monk, 
and the wild and ungovernable luft of a tyrant, 
plpoduced thofd greatly beneficial changes in 
the- 15th and 16th centuries, which hiftory; 
mofe juft than Mr. Burke, has dignified with 
the honourable appellation of reform ; and 
^ich> if he had lived in thofc times, and been 
allowed to carve confifcatibns for himfelf, hiife 
bro^ien?, and his coufins, he wcfuld not, per* 
haps, have found fault with 1 

If the motives of men are io be fcrutinixcd 
with that rigid feverity, which belongs only to 
that Being whofe name appears to be very fluent 
iri the mouth of Mr. Burke, whilifer his prccc|rfs 
are nc^le6lcd or fprgotten, what judgment will 
aB imipartial and well-informed pofterity paft 
on tiboie which provoked the Right Hour. 6en- 
tlemat), as he is called by courtefy , irt direft op^ 
pofitiDA to ia(^, for the unrelenting fury with 
whtdaf lie perfecuted Mr. Haftings ? The vices 
. . • of 



of LuthcT and of Henry ultimately tended Id 
good ; but what good has refulted, nay, what 
good can rcfult, frbm4«if4ngpurfuedtheGk)Vct*^ 
hor General of India, for a feries of yearsf 
with all the favage ferocity of canine madneiil i . 

The viilim fixed upon to glut the almoft in- 
fatiate rancour of his perfecutor, has been dc^ 
clared innocent, and Mr. Burke is compelled r 
to bow to the verdidt, that in abfolving the ac- 
cuied, pronounces^ in fome degree, guilt on' 
the accufer. Would Mr. Burke wilh the mo* 
tives of all his anions to be tried by that 1^* 
cics of ex parte evidence upon which he pre* 
tends that the great changes that arc perpetu- 
ally taking place in the moral and political 
world, fliould be pronounced falutary or perni- 
cious ? I do npt think that he would acknofyr- 
ledge the jurifdiiStion of fuch a court— he is 
certainly too well read in the hiftory of human 
nature ; he has been too long initiated, believe 
me. Sir,- in all its vile and corrupt pradlices^ 
and he is too well acquainted with all thcr< 
curves, intricacies, fubterfuges, and ferpentine 
males of the heart, not to know that the mo«* 
tivca of men are very various^ very fludliiating, 
and- certainly very un&fe rules for the meafure-» 
mtent of human adlions — ^abolilh and univef- 
fally efface all the vaft variety of improve- 
' . . ments 
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ments that have been made in legiflation an4^: 
mechanics^ in the arts and in the rciepces/wlio& 
origin is baftard or laongrel^ that cannot pro* 
duce a ,fuU and complete pedigree of motivef 
pure and uncontaminated from the parent 
flock, fuch as a college of heralds in High Ger- 
inany would be ialisfied with ; and then fignrc 
to yourielf, Sir, what a dark, dreary, and de* 
ifolate wafte Europe would be at this moment — r 
what ia very Greenland with refpeift to comfort, 
and how nearly allied its wretched inhabitants 
would be in ignorance and in manners, to the 
milerable, ruthlcfs, and ferocious natives of New 
Ziealand ! Sir, Mr. Burke knows, as well as you 
and I, that it is not faif, that it is illiberal, and 
that it may fometimes be unjufi, to qu^fiion the 
purity of men's motives, when they contend for 
any great and effential change in thccoudu(3: 
of human affairs — the very magnitude of the 
proje<5led change is an argument in their fa- 
voiir, and if ^opd is to be the rcfult, why fuf- 
peft thofe of linifter intentions who propofedr 
it ? BelievQ me^ Sir, that this ftrenuous adyo-^ 
cat^ for a corj>s de nohlejfcy perfedUy chapitralle 
(if I may coin a French word) in motives, knew- 
that what he contended for is not always tabo 
had, and his objeft, be alTured, was merely to 
obtain credit for a degree of purity that he doe^i 
3iotde&rve. 

1 No 



No mi^n that has afted a part in the great 
<^'ama of public life has dembxifbrated more 
ftrongly than Mr; Burke — 

3^ That OMU faces are ofteo wi^^ards to cur hearts^'' 

^nd when the mafk yields profit as weU as 
iport, no man enjoys the carnival with greater 
jgloe, whether it is held at Venice or in Weftt 
minfter,, at Beaconsfield or at the Tr^eafury, 
jBence we may account for his being a whig 
bordering upon Jacobinifiu in 1770 — a, con? 
firmed republfcep in 1789 — whip i>refto a fu-r 
nous royalift in 1790 — and in 1796 a no,lci$ ' 
furious j^cobin.^'^Sir^ all thefe tranfniigrations 
3v6uld have been laughable but for the tdli^t " 
phieis that haive refulted fcom them. 

T 
r ♦ - - _ ■ • 

The credit he acquired from his talents, prp^ 
^aiSied and ' invigorated an oppolition whicl| \ 
thought they could not do without him, while ^ 
it was a part of their fyftem to perpetually worry 
iuid teaze miprfters, right or wrong. The im--' 
portaace \c& real than i^flbmed of this man ren* 
4eFed his acquiiition an objeiSi: to government ' 
■pnd ihey had him, but he has only joined 
them to diihoQour and perplex them* 

F 

. Fdo'nDt know whether it <^as a part of lii$ ^ 
f pgage^Qt \Q xing, changes on the abufed of th^ 
. -^ P French 
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Freftch Rcvolutkm^ntil he' deafened us with 
tlieif claihburV but however he may affbAtorci- 
probate the theory bf that philofophy inFranccj 
which he pretends has excited ib much horror 
and aSami in hi6 breaft, I am fure that hi^ con-f 
dudl through life has favoured very ftrongly of 
iht pra6lice. Leaving afide the motives of man- 
kind into which it can anfwer no good purpojfe 
to wander, or to examine too fcrupuloi^y^ 
and \vith v/hich, in fa6t, we have little or no- 
thing to do-; the only points for confideration 
Bre, whether exifting abufes of any kind what- 
ever ought to receive the fandlion of pofitive 
written law, or Ae ftill more venerable fandlion 
'Of pitefcriptive right ; and whether eftablilh* 
taehts notorioufly injurious to public and pri- 

' vate morals, of no poffible good whatever to 
fociety, but on the contrary evidently hurtful 
in all their various operations to the general 
faiterefts of the community, Ihouldbe fufFered 
to remain ? I have the authority of Mr. Burke, 
at one period of his life, for aflerting that they 
ought not-^I have the fame refpe6lable autho- 
rity at another period, for aflerting that they 
ought to be held facred, venerated, and pre- 
ferved ia all their integrity to the very end of 

■ time, ■ . ^- ' - »■•• "'.■ ■ •.-•"• 

•'• . • i •'.■■• -•■■;; 

It is due to the celebrity of the Right, Ho'T 
potirabl0<JeatJfcm«n> aiui ,tO/iiie. i%?t]^ ;t«; 
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at* a verjr udranced age - obtained^ and. neret 
dcfcrvcd, 4o inquire which of the decifion^ it 
becomes a free and enlightened people to a^fpt 
-—take the authorities in the order of tipie that 
they have occurred^ my dear Sir, and acknow- 
le(^^that in quoting Mr. Burke againfi: Mr» 
Burke^ I do nothing more than meafure out 
jufticc to him by his own fiandard of rightr 
a fiandard'from which, thank heaven, he ha^ 
no cognizable appeal in this world, whatever 
his faith, guaranteed by abiblution, may lead 
him to expeiS: in the next I 

V 

I refpeft the prejudices » of: the Right Hon^ 

Gentleman too mudi to banter him any. longer 

on the indecent partiality which he has lately 

evinced for a culte .that tends to degrade the 

underftanding, and pervert the heart ; I ftall 

fey little more, unlefs provoked, on the fubj^'ft 

of a ireli^on which deferyes expuljSon by its 

; own maxims, and which is fit only for tyrants^ 

' and flaves— in which faith is every thing;^ and 

monCls nothing ; and which is as grofs an infult 

^ te the common fenfe of mankind, as it is inju- 

tiousto virtue, and hoftilcto civil liberty.. , 



To whatever caufe Mr. Burke's predikiftion^ 
for this pantomime worfhip may be attributed,, 
Whetherhe fcrioufly believes in. tfee nonfenfe of 
»aiiiiibftant«ition^ and the other unii^telUgible. 

Da dogmas. 
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jihgcftiSy at which rcafon revolts, andaf vrhssfe 
fkithy hlind, Aacilt, and flexible, as it is, v^ill 
ever boggle, or whether he woulci prcferve if aai 
an inftrument of ftatc to curb unruly Ipirits, 
and hold them in filbje6Hon* to rrfurped atitho-' 
rity; in a word, whether Mrl Burke is a dupe 
■of an accomplice, it is equally to be lamented 
that he did* not keep his promifej and remain 
in ^ fartiiW and obfmnty a defolated old ?nan, 
**• dead at once to *the affairs and fleafures of this 
*^ worJdJ^' 'WitJiout having exadkly the fame 
motive" which he has affigned fbr courting ob- 
fcuarityj and indulging in forrow, I had made 
iipiny mind; if not to quit the metropolis, at 
licaft to '-remain a filent Ipedlator of events^ 
and io ' wait the final iflue of a war^ whofe 
grcafcft difafters have not yet reached- us:' 
ttany Teafons lirged mc to this dccifiorn. I 
fouiid that my motives ftn: the part I occafion- 
aMy took in. politics Were ftequently miArndier-' 
flood, and ftill more frequently mifreprefentedi' 
The evils arifing frpm the former are much 
cafier remedied than thofe which tefulf from 
the. latter. The one is jiaiSive, ready at any 
time ta xtxeafore back its ground- tbthe faii^ 
ftandard of truth, and always difjjofed to re- 
ceive explanations ; but the other is of a very 
; . dtfFerent charadicr, it isadivCj-obduratr, antf 
ralfe ironl prihcipfc ; impatient ''of controuli 

* cation 
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tktioh at defiance. You will allow that fid 
l^redit cahrefolt from contemiitig with fucb 0x1 
advcr&ry. 

' If the tntercft that I take in the proiperity of 
tny country, and the general happinefs of man* 
kind, had been lefe ardent and fincere, or if 
toy own peribnal advantage had ever ferioufly 
occupied my attention, I fhould have come 
forward with extreme circumfpe<9:ion, and cer- 
tainly in a manner to have advanced me in the 
eftcem of one party, in proportion as I became 
obnoxious to the other. But I am not a party 
limn. I cannot defcend to the frivolous* detail 
of family compadls and combinations of pri- 
Vate pcrfons, among individuals of the fame 
community, for the purpofe of acquiritig or 
rather of ufurping the whole^power of the coun- 
tiy for the iife of themfelvcs or their aiiigns« 
All this miferable detail of wh^t may be caHed 
parifh politics, is foreign to my taftc, habits, 
and purfuits ; nor is the man, in my opinion^ 
Kjualified to take any fliare in public affairs who 
has hot more enlarged views, with a difpofitioa 
to refift^ and even to defpife the little, tempo^ 
cary diftin6Uons and advantages which fervility 
might obtain in favor of vanity or pride* 1 lave 
never^ at any one period of my life, fvrpported* 
men in officcf but with thchtmeft vi^, "ahd- 
Mumble^ hopct^f contributiiig (ho^^Cvcr^ trifiingi 

** the 
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fhe quota) my podt contiRgency to the g6ncifal\ 
ftock of natibnal grandeur and felicity. I wa^, 
once credulous enough to believe, that all men 
who took a part in public affairs, afted under 
t^e fame impulfe; experience, my deaf Sir, 
ha$ convinced me of my ^rror, and it may pof-, 
libly contribute to my ifuture comfort, and, per- 
haps, to my fecurity, that I am no longer un-' 
dcr fo dangerous a delufion. 

I remember, once dining with a gentlemati 
who was formerly in Parliament, and with 
Ts^hom I have lived in habits of familiar inter* 

• 

Courfe ; but he much Ihocked me by queftion- 
iHg the honefly of all men in politics :— arguing 
from my own feeliiigs, and referring him to 
my own hiftory, I fuj^rted a contrary opi- 
xiibn^^ — Experience, however, has convinced 
me, that my friend, although far from beings 
right to the full extent of his affertion,* knew 

iEoankind better than I did. 

.'■ • ■■ '* ' 

' It IS within every rAan*s obfcrvation, and I 
fijDcerely wilh it was as generally reprobated as 
it is generally known, that the man who* ad^s 
independent of party has little chanee of being 
attended to by either — both parties have an in- 
^eft in decrying him, and if he attaches him- 
felf to one of thcnn, every means will be em- 
Ipioyecl by th^ oth^ to difcredit him. If from^^ 
:-'u 1 a love 
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a love of oii:€ler (and what well-conflru(^ted 
mind but mufl: love it ?) he fupports govern* 
ment, he is branded by oppofition as venal; 
and if op the other hand he oppofes the mea- 
• fores of the crown from a love- of right, he is 
declared .to be fadlious or difaffeiJVed, My 
very name, I believe, was unknown to th^ 
^prefent Minifler, when in the infancy of hi9 
adminifiration, at a diilance from this countryy 
and with no information fcarce but what the 
public prints afforded me,^ I flood forward a 
volunteer in his fupport : Mr. Fox had broke 
his word with the natio;i, and if I was diiguft* 
cd at his breach of promife, it was not lil^ely 
that I fhould be lefs fo at his coalefcing with 
*the man whom I ftill think he ought to have 
brought to public juftice. The youth of Mr. 
Pitt pleaded ftrongly in his behalf, arfd as his 
arguments in favour of parliamentary reform 
were as eloquent as they were conclulive, I gave 
him full credit for a degree, of rqdlitude and 
good faith^ equal to the aftonilhing force and 
^lender of his -abilities. My affedlion for a 
meafure which I have long had at heart, and 
which muft fooner or later^be accomplilhe^, 
if it is meant to fave the conftitution, for it is 
only by reform that innovation can be prevented^ 
may, perhaps, have rendered me partial, :Y^ 
whether I have been miftaken -or corredk in itoy 
opinion, my mind will ever cheerfully rdvert*^ 

tbofo 
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thoie repocbSi in his adminiiitattoi) wHcb .^tl^l 
cpftire to him the afibSion .of his country, 
while gratitude is iomething motf^ than a ient^- 
XQent among us. The Ihare that he Irad ii| 
trampling down ^ coalition which diibonourqi' 
^U parties, and endangered the peace of ihp 
kingdom j his Commercial Treaty, which many 
of tliofe who oppofcd it have fince had the 
candor to approve, and his manly, dignified 
.condu6tat tlie time pf the regency, \y^hen Par- 
liament^ faithful tp its duty, ilood between 
the ^vereign and the. danger* t)iat menace!! 
him, will ever entitle Mr. Pitt to the thanfc$ 
of the nation, and to a confiderahle portion qf 
its^confideoce and efteem. This is the credit 
£d^I^owh, but the account is fair and honousw 
al^ ; it is within^very Hian'8.recplle<9tjion^ an^ 

pannot be difpujod* 

It is not for the purppi^ of offering inccn& 
ko the Firii I^ord of the Treafury that I have 
giv^n this ftfttemei^t, fpr I am really very UJ 
calcvilat^ to make my fortune by iiatteryi 
.but were I ever fo well difpofcd *o take, th^ 
road, Mr. Pitt is probably the laft -man in the 
world tp whop> I would pay court. The ge»r 
tlemen' who are in the conftant habits of oppor 
ling hiji> may poflibly doubt this h&y »nd th0 
little credit that is given to political writing. Uj 
,general, is ope ^^lQng many other reafpgi^ th^ 

decide4 
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decicfed me to ivithdraw myfelf from pbliticsi 
or at icaft to remain lilent until my charadter 
wa3 better knowoj the purity of thofe motives^ 
acknowledged which have invariably influenced ' 
my conduit throu^ life, and which can alon€-'^ 
give efficacy to my exertions, or fatisfa6tion to 
myfelf ; 1 had communicated this intention to- 
you, and feveral other friends. Mr. Burke has , 
compelled me to change this refolution, tie-* 
ceilary as it is to my repofe, and to hazard my^^' ' 
felf once more on the turbulent and tempefiut 
ous ocean of politics ; very contrary, indeed^ 
to my wiflics, and very repugnant to my feel* 
ings ; but I am pledged, and niuil, in difcbarge 
of an obligation contracted in March 1794,* ■ 
come forward to notice another produftion 
from the pen of that gentleman, pray heaven 
it may be his laft ! whofe rank and fulphurous 
difpofition to mifchief is likely to blaze, even 
to the laft glimmering of his expiring lam|^ 
JIas he not already done this country fofEcient 
wrong, that he come3 tottering back from the 
bleak confines of the fepulchre, with fury in 
his haggard countenance, to enfure the ruin that 
he has left unfinifhed, and to blaft us with the 
contagion of his poifon ? Is he not yet fatiated, 
and has his capacious ftomach > flill room for 
mcMre^ that he comes iurcharged with bile evetj 

♦ Vide a note at page 41, in th^ Letter addrefled to tbe 
Puke Qi Orafton. 

' E from 
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from the verg;e of eternity, ftruggling vnih dc(S 
tiny that calls him from the flea/ures aiid affam 
of this world to forrow and repentance, but"^^ 
calls in vain ? Can neither age nor misfortune, 
infirmity nor public execration, reftrain thii 
curfe and mifchief on the land, this .fiend and 
lunatic, within his cell ? Is the family of Mon^ 
rpc or his fucccflbrs no more ? Has this man 
no kind friend, or faithful domeftic, of fuffi* 
cient piety or courage to bind him in a firait 
waiftcoat, and make him harmlefs againft his 
very nature ? This man's mind is out of joint, 
pi)d he would render the times fo if he could> 
that he might enjoy the mad banquet initswildeft 
perfcdion. This man, this ftrange and inexpli* 
cable compound of all that is captivating in 
genius, fluctuating in opinion, and morofe, 
frantic, and ungovernable in temper ; in whom 
the natural good qualities of the heart appear 
to have played the wanton with the very worll 
qualities of the mind, and to have abandoned 
, themlclves to all the irregular excefles of th^ 
inoft dvpraved profiitution.— r-Thls being, un-r 
^flimilated to every thing that has hitherto oc* 
curred in the variegated hiftor}^ of plants, ani-t 
mals, or foflils, and who has been even to this 
late period of his exiftence, the friend and foe 
alternately of every man with whom ./he has 
ait^d in public life, difdains the petty retail 
infamy, of fetting individuals at valance, aixd. 
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diflblving, by force or cunning, old and long 
cftablifhed friendlhips. He has commenced 
on the flrength and abundant rcfuurccs of his 
own richly productive mini of mind and con- 
trivance, a wholefale dealer in wrong, and 
ftriking boldly at title deeds of every dcfcrip- 
tion ' throughout this wide-extended empire; 
tells alike the neceffitous and unprincipled, fuP- 
fering at tliis alarming moment under the dou- 
ble preflure of war and famine, that in the vafl: 
property afid landed eftates of the Brilifli no- 
bility, a remedy may be found for all tiie mul- 
tiplied evils annexed to poverty, and a con- 
tempt of moral redlitudc. 

The London Correfponding Society, re- 
prioached as it has been with fuch a defign, has 
ftopt very far fhort of Mr. feurke, and has 
iiever yet in any of its refolutions, or authenti-^ 
cated proceedings, pointed confifcations out to 
a (cnfelcfs rabble, as the means of alleviating 
their -diftrefs, and refcuing them from want. It 
is full time that this man Ihould be muzzled 
and hand-cuffed, or his wild fallies may en- 
danger the ftate, arid realife the fable of Samp- 
fon and the Philiftines. It was the general 
hope that Mr. Burke would, on retiring from 
Parliament, have renounced all concern with 
politics ; iand the opinion was, that as foon as 
bb pecuniary difficulties were removod^he would 

E 2 have 
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have gone into abfolute retirement. Siifeh, it W43 
thought, would have been his refolve, and he 
had warranted this hope by feveral declarations 
to that cfTedt. With a mind fo difpofed, baf- 
fled, indeed, in all its arrogant and impradli* 
cable, I will not fay, fanguinary proje6ts, but 
not corredlcd, it was imagined that he would 
have fought refuge, not fo much from olhera 
whom he had deceived and deferted, as from 
himfelf, and the keen reproaches of his own 

.•;^fiiided confciencc. He even acknowledges 
that he left London for ever, (would to Grod 
he had never feen it !) and that " devoted tH 
". obfacrity andforrow^ he was infenjible ai tmcc 

, ^' to the affairs and pleafures of this world.** 
Thas refolved and thus refigned, it was rea- 
fonable to expeft that he would have descended 
quietly to the tomb without furnilhing frefh, 
matter of regret to the few friends whom com- 
pailion has preferved in tender nefs to old friend- 
;lhips, or of triumph to his numerous enemies, 
which a vindidtive, reftlefs temper, as incorri- 
■gible as it is irafcible, and which neither age 
nor misfortune can temper into difcrction or 
humanity, haye armed as it were in defence-of 
liberty ajod right 

This lamentable old man, lamentable in 
every point of view, continues, to be wicked 
and mifchicTous beyond the ordinary term ai- 

lotted 
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lotted t^vice. Every thing is abforbed, eiw 
. feebled, or extinguiflied in him but his ran- 
cour, and that ftrikes deeper root, and blooms 
with brighter verdure in proportion as it fhiould 
wither and decay from age ; envious of the 
lauf*el with which genius would have marked 
and decorated his grave, it has finally grappled 
With, feized, arid out-topped it. Its noxious 
qualities corrode whatever comes within the 
iphere of its putrid atmofphere ; its very touch 
imparts a rank and deadly poifon, and what 
will fcarce obtain currency with remote pofte- 
rity ; the friendfhip of this forlorn and 
wretched old man, feparated, cut off, and 
^avoided by all thofe who once valued him, is 
ftill more fatal than his hatred. It a6ls by 
contraries, and wounds even to death the hap- 
lefs deluded vidlim in the embrace. 

• 

Thofe with whom he lives in declared en- 
mity, are lefs expofed to the direful effedls of 
his ever- active and felf-produdivc malice, 
than thofe who admit him to their confidence! 
His very animofity, vigilant, bitter, and re- 
lentlefs as it is, ferves as a Ihield to thofe who 
are the obje(?ls of his refentment. While thofe 
for whom he profeflcs afFedion ' or regard, or 
who fubmit to be fwayed by his councils, are 
loft paft redemption, and never fail to feel and 

lament 
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Ijunent the fad effedts of their miAaken con£« 
deuce. 

This has been recently exemplified in the 
two greateft inftances of his publicJife, u{ion 
which he moft piques himfelf ; from the one, 
fpr which he boldly claims the greateft merit,- 
apd from the other, for which he modeftly 
contents himfelf with having received the 
greateft recompence ; it has been exemplified 
m a. manner fo evident and fl rong, that it muft 
foj;^ eQnvi(5tion on even the moft prejudiced 

mini 

Mr, Haftings, againft whom Mr. Burke 
collected into the terrible focus of parliamentary 
rage>. all the malignant rays of envy and re- 
ientment, exhaled .from difappointed ava- 
rice, or ambition, that came within the fphere 
of. his attrac^on, with a view to deftroy, by 
thqir concentrated force, the perfecuted obje6t 
of* his vindicftive animofity, was, howevef, 
fcnled in the attempt, for what, let me afk 
you, has been the refult of all this criminal 
vinalence and induftry ? What ill has rcfulted 
to Mr. Haftings from all the mifchievoiis ikiU 
and exertions of the immenfe chemical laboratory 
of this man's brains ?— None. Let the raorti- 
cations and infuits, the malice and fcurrilitie^be 
fubtcidled that he received from his invulnerable 

anta- 
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atitagoiiift, armed cap a pied, arid doubly 
fenced by. Lords and Comlnons, and he it 
SL gainer by the procefs, which has declared 
him Innocent. So much for the Enmity of 
Edmund Burke. Now for his Friendship. 

Turn then, my dear Sir, I befecch you, fd 
the other fide of this man's ledger, and lee how 
his account ftands with thofe with whom her 
has. a<9:ed through life — with whom he has 
liyed in the moft familiar, confidential, and 
endearing intcrcourfe — for whom he profeflcd ' 
Affection, not Hatred — ^with whom he 
lived in fworn and avovyed amity ; whofe mea- 
furcs he approved, fupported, and defended, 
witli all the vehemence natural to his charadter, 
and. whom he conftantly extolled and held 
forth to the nation as objefts of its deareft hope 
and only refuge. What has been his conduA 
towards them? Behold them disjointed, broken, 
difperfed, and ruined, at enmity with each 
other, and their condu<5l and principles fcouted^^ 
reprobated, and pronounced culpable by the - 
man that formerly admired and defended them*' 
Kis FRIEND, Sir, the'hcirof Rockingham, is 
a living, meRincholy evidence of this woeful, 
this afflicting truth ! The fplcndid houfe 6f ' 
Fitzwilliam is erafed from the rich chart ofpow^ 
Utiaal influence, power/ and credit ; its tioble 
pv^net is Reduced to a cypher, and driven into 
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t}d\e in the very country where he wa$ bpnij 
and where his exalted rank, fortune, and cha^ 
radcr would have infured to him the confe- 

« 

quence he ought to poflefs, if he had ftot coirie 
Ml contaft with that heiv-loom which defcendcd 
with his uncle's vaft property, at once a bur- 
then and a diigrace to the inheritance ! His 
Lordfliip, configned to a premature and unme* 
xi^ed obfcurity, is a fad monument of all thaf 
1^ amiable and excellent in private lif§, being* 
iijetrievably loft, and rendered ufelefs to the 
Aate, by an indifcreet attachment to an un- 
worthy objcdl. 

* 

I behold his Lordfhip forrowful and repent-., 
ant, ftanding in the penitential attitude of con- 
vidled folly — a kind of beacon to warn other 
manners embarked in the lame perilous navi-' 
gation of the fatal rock upon which youth, ho- 
noiar, and genuine fimplicity were unhappily 
wrecked • Mr. Wyndham might have profited 
by the difafterof his friend, but infatuation has 
rivetted him to ruin, and he mult abide the 
iflue. 

Whether the Secretary at War is the next to 
be " kilkd-offy'' or whether he is preferved by 
bloody Banquo for a honne bouche, I know not, 
but if he ever fixed his fondeft hopes on Nor- 
wich-r4f he even confidered that'dty as his 
- Eden/ 
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4 

Eden, the gates of Paradifehe may be aflurcd^ 
are fliut againfl: him for ever, and for this mor- 
tifying expujfioji, for this heavy, this afflicting 
curfe, he is indebted to Mr. Burke. And do . 
hot, my dear Sir, j*eproach me with polfeflirtg 
a degree of venom equal to thehaplefs objedt 
Whofe acrimony is without example, when I 
afleftj that what he bev^ails as a calamity, we 
ought to hail as a blefling, and feel grateful to . 
Prpvidence that the legitunate breed of fuch 8r 
kxian is extin6i for ever 1 

4 

Under thefe various afpefls, fomc of them 
pfeafing, others altogether as offenfive and 
dilgufting, and all of them inllrudlive, either 
negatively or politively, has Mr. Burke ap- 
peared to us at different periods of his life, ex- 
citing the cbntradidlory fenlations of eftcerii, : 
admiration, horror^ and diiguft... In a woi*d, . 
my d^ar Sir, he has travelled through thte . 
twelve figns of the zodiac, and returned to the *. 
p6int,from whence he departed, remains fixt' . 
to a certainty in fcorpion. 

In that edition of his works, which he iay$ ; 

• • ■ • ■ " « . 

was publilhed under the inlpedlion of a kind " 
friehdj and which he recommends a$ autljen-'^ ■ 
tic, there i? in the firft volumd a letter addref- * - 
fed to a noble LonL of a very curious natui^ 
as to it^ drift and argument, and .which feems 
tp be the avant courier to the falfc xcafomw^> 
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mifrcprcientations, and numberlefs «onlradic- 
ttbiis which abound in the refl- of the volumi-? 
nous coUeftion. Whether it is the produdlion 
of Lord Bolingbrooke or of Mr. Burke, f^ thelat-; 
tcr, by. having given publicly an exiftence to it, 
fliould be refponfible to fociety for the effefts it 
may produce. If he had refuted it as well as re- 
printed it, wc might have pardoned the indifcre- 
tion, in conlideration of the motive ; but no at- 
tempt has been made to counteraft the ill efFedls 
if niight produce on uninformed or ill-difpofed 
minds. This gentleman, better Ikilled in poifons 
than in antidotes, feels perhaps a parental afFec- 
ti'on for the former, and is anxious to prefervc 
them from the mixture and contamination of 
the letter. Coniidering, therefore, Mr, Burke a» 
the publifher, and in that light full as culpable 
^asthe author of the letter addrelled to an anony- 
'm'ous Lord, I fhall fubmit to your recoUedlion, 
to your cool diipaflionatc judgment. Sir, whe- 
ther any thing ever iffued from the Jacobin den 
at Paris, more hoftile to arifl^ocracy, tp courts,i 
to governments, and to all the various eilab- 
liihments^ both civil and ecckfiaftical, than 
what is contained in the following feledlions? If 
'Mr. Burke fhbuld difclaimi having written the 
three firft ^tifcles, let him fay for what pur- 
poYc the paper from which they are extraded, 

and 

*" On inquiry I iSnd it was written by Mr, Buk-ke, to 
&tfl7 'faSs takiu^dt inAitatioa«*-hc mij^lhave chosen another 
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■ ■• ••-«.. 

take the right-hand of his own produ<Slion, and 
fland forenioft in the front of a feries of leijft 
dingeroiis perverlions of reafon ^nd genius ?^ , 

■ BURKE VERSUS BURKE. ' 

*^ Power gradually extirpates from the mind 

•^ every humane and gentle virtue. Pity, be* 

^* nevolence, friendftiip, are things almoft unr 

^* known in high ftations. Ver^ amicrti^ rq^ 

^* riffime i/rveniunter in its qui in honorihus reque 

publica verfantuTj fays Cicero, and, indeed, 

courts are the fchools where cruelty, pridft 

diffimulatiop, and treachery, are ftudied an^ 

taught in the moft vicious perfection.*' .^ , • 

A F^indication of Naturhl Society. Burhj, 

vjorhy vol. i. ^. 56, 

*' The poor, by their excefiive labour^ ai^d 

the rich, by their enormous luxury, are fpt 

** upon a level, and rendered equally ignorant 

. "of any knowledge which might conduce to 

^^ their happinefs. A difmal view of the int^- 

. ^* riot of all fociety. The lower part broken 

' *^ and ground down by the rnofl: cruel oppr^^f- 

■< ^* fion ; and the rich, by their .artificial o^c- 

'* thod -of life, bringing worfe evils on theqi* 

• *• felves than their tyranny could polfibly. in- 

^ '^ flift on thofe below them. Very different i« 

•Mhe natural flate; here there are no wantf 

- " which nitture gives, and in thisilate men can 

F » «• bo 



•<C 



M 



( 36 \ 

*« be fcnfiblc of no other wants, which arc ndt 
" to be fupplicd by a very' moderate degree of 
** labour. Therefore there is no flavery^ nci- 
^^ thier i? there any luxury, tfccaiife no iinglp 
*^ man can fupply the materials of it.-r-Lifc if 
*^ limple, and therefore it is happy.** 

Ibid. p. 57. 

f^ On the whole, my I^ord, if political fot 
f^ ciety, in whatever form, has flill made the , 
'^ many the property of a few ; if it has. intrp- 
f ^ duced labqur? unneceflary, vices and difeafes 
^^ unknown, and plcafures incompatible with 
^* nature ; if in all countries it abridg(BS the 
*^ lives of millions, and renders thofe of mil- 
lions more utterly abje6t and miferable, (hall 
we ftill worfhip To deflru6live an idol, and 
f^ daily facrifice it to our health, liberty, and 
f^peace ? Or ihall we pafs by this mppftrou^ 
*\ heap of abfurd notions, and abominable*^ 
^^ practices, thinking we have fufficiently difr 
*^ charged our duty in expoling. the trifling 
*^ cheats, and ridiculous juggles of a few mad^ 
^Vdefigning, or ambitious priefls ? Alas! mjf 
*^ Lord, we labour under a mortal confump- 
f^ tion, whilfl we are anxious about the cure of 
** a fore finger. For has not this Leviathan of ' 
" civil power overflowed the earth with a der 
f^ luge of blood, as if he were made to diiport 
ff and play therein V\ Ibid. p. ^A. 

f« The 
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■ f'\ The nearer we approach to the jgoal of . 
^^ life, the better we begin to underftand the 
.^* true value of our eXiftence, and the real 
^ weight of our opinions. We fct out much 
f^ in love with bplh ; but we le^vc much bc- 
f^ hind us as we advancers We firfl: throw away 
^^ the tales along with the rattles, of our nurfes. 
M Thofe of the prieft keep their hold a little 
f^ longer ; thole of our governors the longeft of 
*-^ all ; but the paffions which prop thefe opi- 
f^ nions are withdrawn one after another, and 
5 • the cool light of reafon, at the fetting of our 
5* life, fliews us what a falfe fplendor played 
?* upon thoie objects during our mofl: Ian- 
f^ guine feafons/* 
. ' Ibid. jp. 6i. 

?* In cafes of tumult and diforder, our lafw 
/^bas inyefted every man in fome fort with the 
f^: authority of a magiftrate. When the affairs 
^^ pf the nation are diftratfted, private people 
f V^i« by the fpirit of that law juftified in ftep- 
^^ping a little out of their ordinary fphere. 
*f .They enjoy a privilege of fomething more 
5' dignity and efFeft than that of idle laraenta- 
f^.tion over the calamities of their country; 
P ^they may -Jook into them narrowly ; they 
f; may reaipn upon them liberally, and if they 
fMhould be fo fortunate as to difcover the true 
ff fource of the mifchief, and to foggeft itiy *■ 
/x i^pro- 
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*^ probable method of removing it, though 
** they may difpleafe the rulers of the day, they , 
** are certainly of fervice to the caufe o€ go- 
** vemment/' 

Thoughts on the frcfmt Difcontents^ ly 
Edmund Burke y vol. i. ^. 411 ^724^412. 

*' I am not one of thofe who think that tfic 
^^ people ate never in the wrong. They Jiavc 
*• been fo, frequently and outragedufly, both 
^^ in other countries and in this. But I do fay, 
** that in all difputes between them and their 
^^ rulers, the prefumption is at leaft upoh a par 
^* in favour of the people. Eipcricnce^may 
** perhaps juftify me in going farther. Where 
^^ popular difcontents have been very ptttva- 
^^ lent, it may well be affirmed and fupported, 
f^ that there has been genefariy fortiethingfdund 
f^ aiiiifs in the conftitution, or in the'cohdu6k 
^* of government. The people have noititerefl: 
^* in diforder ; when they do wrong, it 1s their 
** error, and not their crime ; but with the go-r 
^* verning part of the ft ate it is far other wife. 

« ■ * • 

. - - ^ f •. . . . ■ 

*^ They' certainly niay aft ill by defigft, as 
^^ Well as by miftake, ^ Us devolution's ^ui arri* 
' verifdans les grands' efafs ke^fbfif point izti^ effet 

* du hazardy ni du caprice des peuples. Rein ne 

* revolt d Jes' grands Szm iroyaume comme un gou- 
i vernement faible it derangi. Four la populace^ 

3 *f# 
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^ ct neft jamais far mote d^atfaquer qu Wfo fe 
^fouJeve mais par impafieme de fouffrir^^ 
** Thcfe are the words of a great man, of a mi- 
** nifter .of flale; and what he fays of revolu* 
*^ tions^ is equally true of all great di/turbances.'* 

IbiJ^p.4.16 and 4,1 j^ 

" If intemperately, unwilely, fatally, you 
^ fophifiicate and.poifon the very fourceof go- 
**. yernmcnt, by urging fubtle deductions and 
** confequences odious to thofe you govern, 
*[ from the unlimited and illimitable nature of 
•^ fupreme fovercignty, you will teach them 
" (the jimericansj by thefe means, to call that 
*^ fovereignty itfelf in queflion. When jou 
<* drive him hard, the bear will fi^rely turn 
•* M;pon bis huntors. If that fovereignty and 
** their freedom cannot be reconciled^ what 
** will tl^ey do ? Xhey will caft your fovereignty 

in your &ce-* no-body will be argued into 

flavcry." 

Mr. Burkfi on American Taxation^ vol. i, 

i^- 574. 






4€ 



As things now fland, every man, in pro-^ 
portion to his confequence at court, tends to 
^* add to the expences of the civil lift, by all 
'< maimer of job^ if not for himfelf, yet for his 

* MetDoiret <U SuU/, vol. i. p. 133I. 
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^ dependents, Whea the new plan w cftal^-s' 
*' liihcd, thofe who are fuitors for jobs^wUl' 
**. ;become the mofl ftrchuoiis^ oppoiers of them. 
j^-Thcy wiU have a common iirtefeft witK the 
** minifter in public oedonotny. Every clafst 
as it ilands-low, will become fecurity for the 
payment of the preceding clafs ; and thus the ' 
*^perfons whofe infignificant fervices defraud 
*f thofe, that arc ufeitil, would then become jn*V 
" terefted in their payment.' Then thepowV 
*^c?rful, inftcad of oppreffing, \<^oald be obliged ' 
" to fupport the weak; and idlenefs would' 
*Sbi5QQme concerned' in the nreward of in**. 
* *: duftry./ The whole fabric of civil oeconomy * 
**^ would become compa<ft arid connedled in all * 
'' il^ parts ; it would be formed into a well* ' 
*^ organized body, where every ihember con-* ' 
*^ tributes, to the fupport of the whole; and* 
^^ whese jeven the lazy flomach fecures the vi^ 
" gour>.of the a<Slive arm. This plan, I really *, 
^' flatter myfelf, is laid, not in official forma*' 
** lity nor in airy fpeculation, but in real life^ 
^^ apd in human nature, in what * comes Jbome 
^ (as Bacon fays) to the bufinefs and bofoms of 
^ mien/ You 'have now, Sif, before you, tfee 
** wholc.of myfcherae,' as far as I have digefied ' 
" it into . form, that might be in any refpcft*^ 
*^ worthy -of your coniideration. I intend to 
** lay it before you in five bills; the plan con- 
" fifls, indeed^'^of many partif, t^irt tiiey fland 
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upon a few ^plain principles. It is -a plaa 
** which t^kes nothing from the civil hft, with- 
out difch^rging it of a burthen equal to the 
fum carried to the public fervice. It weakens 
•^ no one fjinciion neceflary to government ; 
^ " button the contrary^ .by appropriating fupply 
** to fervice, itgjvesit greater vigour; it provides 
^ the meai>s of order apd fprefight to a ininifler 
^^ of Jfinance, , which may .always keep all 'the 
*^ objedls of his office, and their Adte^ condi- 
tion, and relations, diftindUy before hiim^ 
It brings forward accounts without hurrying 
^^ and diftrcfling the accountants ; whilrt it 
^' provides for public convenience, it regards 
*' private rights ; it extinguiflies fecret cor- 
^' ruptioui almofl to the poffibility.of its ex^r 
'^ iftence ; it deftroys direil and vifible ittflur 

" ence equal to the offices of at leaft fifty mem-. 

• , 

** hers of Parliament. Laftly, it prevents the, 
*^ provilion for his Majcfty's children from be-?. 
'^ ing diverted to the political purpofes of his 
" minifters. Thefe are the points on which I 
^^ rely for the merit of the plan ; I purfue oeco-? 
" nomy in a fecondary view, and only as it is 
" conneiS^ed with, thefe great objedls. I am 
" perfuaded, that even for fiipply, this fchemc 
" will be far from unfruitful, if it be executed 
" to the extent I propofe it. ,1 think it will 
" giye to th^ publip, at it§, periods, two or 
" three hundred thoufand pounds a year ; if 
' ' "• G . •* not. 
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^ iibt, it Xvill give them a" /yfteA of ' tticonatoiyj 
''^ which is itfelf a great revenue. *lt giyeS me 
f^ no little' pride and fat5sfaaion, to firidlfhat 
^ the princiiplesof my proceedings are, in maiiy 
^' tefpe<fts, the very fame with thofewhidh ire 
*^ now purflied in the plans of the Freticih mihif- 
^* ter of finance. I an^ fure that I lay before you 
** 'a fcheme eafy and pra6licabl^ in all its parts. 
*^ I know it is corfimon at once to applaud or 
** to rejeijl? all attemjpts of this naiuffe. ' I know 
' ^ it is comihoh for men to fay, that fuch and 
'* fuch tilings ar6 perfectly right— very defifia- 
•^rattc; but that; unfortunately, they are not 
^* praaicablc. Oh ! no, Sir ;' no. Thofe 
'^ things which are not praflicablc, are notde- 

^^ Arable. There is notliing' in ' the world ^ 

. . . ' . . • • 

*' really beneficial that doq^ not lie Within the 
^* reach of an informed underftanding and a 
*' vvell-dire6\ed purfuit. There is nothing 
^* that God has judged good for us, that he 
^f has not given us the means to accompHfli, 
** toth in the natural and the moral world. If 
^* we cry like children for the moon, like cliil- 
^* dren we mull cry on. VVemufi follow the 
•f nature of our affairs, and conform ourfelves 
*^ to our fituation. If we do, our objects' are 
'* plain and compafl^ble- Why fhoutd wer6- 
" folve to do nothing, becaule what I propofe 
^* to yoii may not bte the exa[<9: demand of the 
f^petftiiHi, when we are far fifonl refW^ed to 

•* com* 
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*^ nxMoiply cvea v(\^ what evidently is fo ? Dof^ 
*^, this, fort of chicanery ,1;>ec9ine us . ? Th^ peof. 
*rjde are the maAei^. They have only to 9?Cr 

prefs t^eii: >yants at lafge and in gro^, V(^ 

.4re the, expert artiils ; we are the ikilful jvorkr. 

men to :(J;ape their d^res.intOi perfe6l fprm^, 
*^^ and to. fit the utenfil. to. the ulfe. They are 

jibe fufFerers^ they tell the fymptoms of the 
f .compls^nt ; but we knc^ the exa6l feat pf the. 
•,^4iieafc, and. how to apjdy the ^ remedy ac-. 
*' cording to the rules of art. Hpw fliocjking 
*' would it be to fee us peryert our Ikiil 'vl\^(^. a 
^^ iinifler and fervile dexttf rty> /or the purpoii^ 
1* ,of evading our duty, ^nd defrauding oui; 
*^ empioyers, who are our natural lords> of il^ha 
•f objeil, c/ their juii expe<5lation8. I : tbinb 
*.* the whole not only pradlicable, but pradVi- 
*^ cable in a very Abort time. If we are in 
** earneft about it, and if we exert that i^iduf- 
^^ try, and thofe talents in forwarding the work^ 
•* which I am afraid may be exerted in impe^ 
f dingat ; I engage that the whole may be put 
" in complete execution Within a year. JFor 
•* my own part, I have very little to recom* 
♦^ mend me for this or for any tafk, but a kind 
.^* of earnfsft and anxious perfeyerance of mind^ 
*< wbich. with all its good and all lis evil ef- 
ff f<p(^s, is moiflded into my c6nfi:itution« 1 
•^ fajWifullj^jejigage to the Houfe, il" ^hey chufc 
'^ to aj)\iKHnt i»e to^ any pairt ifi tl^e execution 
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^ erf this work^ whteh (when they have tnade 
<* it their's by the improvcilien* of their wifdom, 
"will be worthy 6f the able afliflancc they 
•^ may give mc)-^ by night, and by day, in 
" toWnf, or in country, at the deflc^ or in^e 
*^ foreft, I will, without ' regard ta conveni- 
"enGe, cafe, or pleaftire, devote myfelf to their 
*' fervice, not expcflSrtg or admitting any re- 
** wafd whatfoevcr. I owe to this ccmntry my 
'**}abouti which ift my all ; and I owe to it ten 
*^ tirae^ tnore induftry, if ten times more I 
** could exert. After all I IhaH be an unpro- 
** fitable ferranti At the fame time, if I am 
* able, and if I Ihall be permitted, I wiW lend 
* an humble helping hind to any other good 
•♦ wotk which ingoing on. I have not, Sir, 
•^'thc fraiitic prefumption to fappofe, that this 
^ plaiTcontains in it the whole of what the pub- 
'* itc has a right to expcft, in the great work of 
^ reformatbn they call f6r ; indced> it falls in-^ 
♦• finitely fhort of it. Xt falls fhort, even gf my 
^ awn ideas. I have fome tbou^ts, not yet 
" fhUy ripcned> relative to a reform in the cuf- 
^ tonis and exdfe, aii well a^ in. fbme other 
^* teanches of financiaV adminiftration. There 
♦< are other things tooj which form cfFential 
•^parts^ m a great platt fbrtWe purpofeof re- 
^ ftorittg the hfdepcncfcflcc' of ^PkritaBbent. The 
^ tonttadiors bill of iaft year it-is fitto re?rtVe ;, 
1* -and i'jrejqxee Hidt it feiir better haSidSi tflan 

^^ mioe» 
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^*^fiiihe. -The bill for Aifpending the votes qf 
** cuftom-houfe officers, brought into Parlia- 
*^ ment feveral years ago, by one of our.worthieft 
^^ and wifefl members, (would to God we^ 
^' could along with the plan revive the perfon 
^' who defigned it !) But a man of ver)'^^ real in- 
^^ tegrity, honour, and ability will be found to 
" take his place, and to carry his idea into full 
** cx;ccUtion.. You will fee how neccflary it is 
*^ to review our military expences for Ibme 
«^ years paft, and, if poffible, to bind up and 
cloli? that bleeding^ ar.tery of profufion..; but 
that bulinefs alfo, I have reafon to hope, will be 
^' undertaken by abilities that are fuUy adequater 
^*^ to it. Something muft be devifed (if poffible) 
*' to check the ruinous expences of eleSions. 
*VSir,^allor mofi of thefe things, muft be done^ 
" Every one muft take his part. If we Ihould 
^* be able by dexterity, or pqwer, or intrigocj; 

*^ TO DISAPPOINT THE EXPECTATIONS of OUt 

^^ conftituents,. what will it a^ail us ? We IhaU 
V never be ftrong oc artful enough to parry, or 
^* to put by. the inefiftible demands of our fituav 
f^ tfon ; that lituation calls upon us,, and upoa 
*^ our conftituents too, with a voice whicl\ 
*^ will be heard. 1 am fure no man is more 
*^ zealoufly lattached than I aija to the privi-r 
^* leges of this Houfc, particularly in jegard to 
. *^ thcexcluiive managcmint .of money. The 
if Xordsbavc upright to thedifpofitiop, in. any 
'K *' fenfe 
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•* fcnfcj^ of .the public purfe.; but 4hey kfiye. 
*5 gone further, in fclf-dcnial than our utmofl: 
*l jcaloufy could, have recjuired. A power of 
^' examiaing accounts,, to cenfive, corre^fb, 
^^and punilh, we never, that I know of, have 
*^ thought of denying to the Houfe of Lords. 
^\]t is fometbing more than a century fince wc 
*.Vvote4 that body ufelefs; they have now voted 
" thtsdiftlves fo." 

Burkes Speech on, CEconomical Refornti 
; wL ii. />. 259 to 263. 

: ^ •' The whole hope of reformation is at length 
^^ c^ft upon us; and let us not decerue the na^ 
^^ tion which does us the honour to hope everf 
*^ tiif^ from our virtue. If all the nation arc 
^' not equally forward to prefs this duty upon 
^^ u^ yet be aflured that they all equally ex-^ 
<^ peft we fhould perform it. The reipeftful 
^* filence of thofe who wait upon your pleafure, 
ought to be as powerful with you, as the call 
of thofe who requires youf fervki as thei¥ 
^^ right. Some without doora afTecSV to feel 
^Vhurt for your dignity, becaufe they fuppoftf 
^^that menaces are held to you : juftify their 
'^ good, opinion by Ihewing that no menaced 
*^ are ncc-eflary to ftimulate you to your duty : 
*^ but, Sir, whilfl we may fympathize with 
*' them in one point, who fympathize with. us 
'^in another, ^"^^.Q^gh^, to attend no l^s, to 
V V '' ' " ^'' ■ " ^'' thofe 
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^'fhofe kjohb ^approach us like rfieHj and "Wko^ 
*^ in the gtdfe of petitioners ^ /peak lo us in iJie 
^ fohe of a concealed authority : it is not wife 
^^ to force tiem to fpeak out more plainly^ what 
they plainly^ mean: hut the petitioners art 
violent — he it Jo ; thofe who are leaji an'xi- 
Otis aioiit your conduct ^ are not thhfe^ that 
^ love you mofl : moderate affe Aiori " and fa- 
*' tiated enjoyment are* cold ahd ttfpc<Stful ; 
but an ardent and injured pAlfion is tempered 
up with wrath, and grief, and fhame, and 
^^ confcious worth, and the maddening fenfe of 
" violdfcd right. A jealous l6v6r lights his tofdi 
" from the firebrands of the! furies, ^ey 
*? who call upon you to hehftg wholly fo the 
** people^ are thofe who wifh you to rettcrri to 
^^your proper home ; to the fphere of your duty^ 
to the pojt of your honour ^ to the manftbii- 
houfe of all genuine^ ferene^ and f>lid 
fatisfaaion. We have furnifhed to the 
ipeople of Ekiglarid (indeed we have) fome 
^ real causb of jealousy; let u$ leave that fort 
^^ of company, which, if it does not deftroy 
our innocence, pollutes our honour ; let us 
free ourfelves at once froiti every thihg that 
can increafe their fulpicion^, and inflame 
thdr juft refentment; let us caft away from, 
^* uSf with a generous fcorny all the love tokens 
^* and Jymhols that we have been vain and 
^^ li^ht enough to accept: all the hracelets and 

' '' muff- 
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^^ ^muff-hoxes^ and^ m'miflfiife plQure^^ and ha\T 
^^ devices, ami all the otli^r adi^lt^rous frinketX^,. . .. 
^^ that. 'are the , pledges of your alicnatioji arn^r-^ .. 
^^ ihe momwients of our /hame\ let us retur^,, .. 
•' to, our Ijegitimale Ik mc, and all Jar^ arid ajj... . 
** quarrck will be Ipft in embraces; let (he 
•• Cojfnmpns in ParliamcQt alT^ibJed be on? 
** ai^d.tUe fame thing with the Compaons ^t . 
" large^ the diftinftions that ,^re paade Iq feo?iT. 
^ rate j^s are uniKitural apd vyicjied cputrvr 
^^vancesj let us identify,. let us incorporate 
*^ ourfclyes with t nc j)eo])lc ; let i]s cut ^11 the 

" Cajoles, jind, fnap the chains wln^h tie u^s.txj , 

' ' I . I ■ > ' . " ■■■.■*■■ 

** an unfajtbful i]it)re, 0,i;d enter th? friendly . 

• » ■ ■ * • 

" harbour^ that ihoot^ far out into the maifl ;j 
** its ipplea apd jettccs to receive us.— r-' Waf . 
*^ witji the wprW* ajiid peace with our conliiT - 
" tq^nt^f tje t^fis our motto and our principle^ .^ . 
" then^ indeed, we fhajl be truly great; re-^ 
^ fpedl.ing ourfelves, we (l)aU bcrefpefted^ 
.^* tl>e worljd; ^t prcfeut aH is troubled, an4 
*^ doycjy, ^nd diflrac^tcd, gpd full of Anger aiu} 
'^ turbulence both aWpadandat home; buttliQ 
•* air mqy l>e cleared by this flprm, and light 
" an^ fertility may fcjllow it 5 jet us give a faith-. 
'* fill pledge to tl>e people, tiiat we honpur^ . 
''indeed, the crown, but that wo belong tQ ,. 
" them ; that we are tteir auxiliaries, and not. 
*' their talk-mafters ; their fellow-labourers in 
^Mhe^forae vineyard^ not: lording over their 

I -^ ngbts;. 
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igHts, but helj^cTS of thcrf joy; that to tftJt 
ticna ' 15 a grievance to oiirfelvcs, but to cut 
ff from bur enjoyments to forward their's is 
hie higheft gratification we are capable of 
living. I feel with comfort, that we are. 
11 Warmed with thefe fentiments, and while 
re ire thus warm, I wi(h we may go dire6ny 
.nil with a cheerful heart to this lalutary 
r6ik~{KtFORM y 
Burke^s Speech an (Economical Reform^ vol. H 

pages 263, 264, 265. 

J- • • » * 

I!bmpare the fentiments eiicpreiled, and th« 
E^cipies avowed, throughout ' the ' diffbrient - 
^lons I have made from the ipeeches and 
tings of Mr. Burke, with what he has pub* 
tdd fubfegUent to the fubverlion of defpo* 
a in Francfe ; that is, fince he ieparated 
tn thofe with whom he has a6led and lived 
[lUgh life, or tather (pardon my prolixity) - 

# • - ' * 

ii his mercenary and interefted union with 
te whom he has vehemently and indecetitly 
xJied through IFfe ; and fay, SiV, whether it * 
ibt the very extrieme of impudent, unblulh-' 
:, and unfeeling iarrogance, for this man to 
0^ forward, after having playied cat in pan, 
the fece of all Europe, to inftnift uS itt* 
ons of loyalty, morality, aiid rieKgiorf ? 
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" There a¥e flrong pubfic fafld, my deaf /Sir, 
to which I have alluded^ well worthy of the fij- 
rious perufal of thofe whofe eafy, unfaljipiHjjg 
tempers inclirie them to think favourably f^^ 
Mr. Burke, becaufe they have lived and a<5ce4 
with him in public, and been dazzled by ffiQ 
Iplendor of his abilities — far greater objccS^ not 
only claim, but' imperipufly demand their at- 
tcntion, and what ought to be a quefiion at a}} 
times With all mankind, whether tliofe whft. 
pervert or proftitute fhc tfealures of a vaft|y 
rich gifted nund are worthy of credit and rcr 
Ipe^, is nciore fo now than ever, becaufe iit 
moments of revolution, or in times of g^\ 
public difoontent, men of talents and ambi-; 
tion will come forward with fair pretehfioiis fo^ 
capjfiyate, feizc, and hold public confident \r\ 
a, ruinous and diigraceful bondage : if a dift/ 
truft of this nature of men, pretending to 10- 
riuencc our opinions and direct our judginenfis, 
is neceflary becauie they are not known to 11s ; 
if* confidence, th^ legitimate offspring only oi. 
friendlhip and afredion, ought not tobedfr-; 
corded until it has gone. through the ordeat^ 
trial which penonal honour and fecurity exaiA' 
lU felf-defence : if the fulleft proofs of th^. 

m.oft perfect re<5litude and uniform confifteucy, 

. - ». . .. .'»iv ■ 

are requifife in the tranfa(9:ion3 of private. life^ 

how much more neceflary is it that the maa. 

■-..-. • ■ ' . ' ■ ..■-■•«.■ 

ihould cojEQc recommended to us by alt that 

J honour 



( r5» ) 

hopour and .capacity can fnmilh.fronj.tl^F.pjch 

ti^furcs, (who comes forth in :timc3 ^f troftl^lc 

.aO^ popular alarm ; and how mpch rinpre 

recjuyite, and how 'much flrongor, jf ppf- 

fible, ought they to be :when the confidence,to 

be given is connected with the profperity of nae» 

.tiohs^ and the happinefs of .n^illipn.s ? JHow 

.,ltiuch more neceflanr is it that -the -ma^ yfho 

J ,comes fqrward qninyitqdi and of t^is ^owp-ac- 

. Hfeord.ihould alfo come rQCQ)(nmcn{J^ ^ith all 

• *•*■■.■ . . . .' . ^ i^ 

. th^t hppour, prudence, and a^lity can furnlfli 
frbm.thc rich treafurc of thw e^bcqp^r, before 
we re^gn* :to.him Qur.Qpiniops .and oXxv judg- 

jiient, and .e&ecially in times of gr^at niwic 

■ • ' ■■■*•■■ I* • .^' . 

difcoqtent; when ,the ^urvd .has no ^yefting 
place, ,and all is fear, jealoufy, and alapn; 
when bur energies are enfeebled, ?nd. our facul- 
tica.EjMl cv^n action itf^lf fufp^nded, or forced 
'Owt of .its proper, .wholefome, natural track ? 
J^m iure. Sir, ypu will agree with me, tfiat 
cpnfi4eQce, .wj^ich oijght upider all rcircum- 
,ilances to be of flow .and gradual growth, 
ougfit not :be to expected at this moment with- 
out produqing all the certificates which experi- 
cqce and well-nurtured riefledlion can fumifh ; 
it then woul.d be deqmed impudence or fo}ly 
iii any man to make fuch pretenfions without 
fuch tcllimonials ; how much more arrogant 
^r^i !i¥bd(aciQUs is. it in the man to come fpr^ard 
a^ld fecjuire us to refign oiu: judgment to his 

H 2 guidance. 



■ ■ « » 



C S4 ) 

.^ng kflcncd,\and the condition df the people 

i.mQ\xoDiiedt were owing entirely .to the ti^ijj^ 

md ibraeficant chamber of th6 :ianforttfnate 

^mdnarch oh the tbtone, ^ho iXHild ^Ye sto 

Other fecijrity:than hope^ tandhi&own;V<?ry <x- 

MUentjexample^ tbatihisfucce^or wmiXld be as 

/amiable and as virtuous^ jsts temperate ahd-es 

:juft/as himrelf— every body in tbefirft inflance 

j^dooared, the Prencb Revolution; Mr. B«j^e 

. alonexondcmned it ! ;the Gentlcnida lov^^^Oi^i- 

Qorities, and he is likely to be gratified .ija ;Ai» ' 

particular to the very extent of his wilhes for 

• tifeixiiflbainder of'hisilife.'' Iti cannot 'be.tMem* 

Ided/nnyEoaiSiry that wejareindebt^.tof^is 

.mm, aaidnta.a rabbleiofi.fcnbblers rthat yeljiH^ 

, cm»iiniifan: JNith.him, ffor all the.execrabW:tr3*{h 

iiihit ihasiieen .diflcnEimated throughout :the 

kingdom for the purpofe of corrupting the un- 

iilfarnied minds of the labonriag poor ; bpt for 

, itifi^tDfipoKtio writings of ; the, former we ibonild 

-tfiCTcr :have .been infulted with the Infiain- 

noaatory: productions of: the latter; iapd furely, 

'.:tbciB: iraa JdttleAvifii^ tr}nng» the quef- 

'i4i<lo;<sf:ftrength-bctweenthe'force.af number39 

, ; and ihe influence and authority of govcrnnieftt. 

Examine. the ftate-i of the (xrmitry, and alfc 

- .yo\irfeif what has been the refult of the wri- , 

tings artd efforts of the mca who have pretend- 

V cd to ^jqaort -^the : c6*ftit6tioti and to IHenc? 

the expprable:Ubi^qr8:th4t afl^iled it ? I am 
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id you will find it to he too true ihat they 
HJR8 in fa6l given birth, •form, and ooixfiDleiie^f* 
to a fociety formidable enough to force the lei*^ 
giflature to the clscpediency of endeavouring t& 
preferve the conftitution by a temporary fu^tt^' 
fion of our deareft rights ! and if i^ Oiould b^ 
fo, it is evident that libels are not to be lupprcf*? 
fed by libels. This has long been my optniDif;' 
and it ia ferioufly to be lamented, that an ob^^ 
vious truth in the Memoirs of Dumourier hxsT 
not yet occurred to thofe who really wifhr w«ili 
to government — " II eft a remarquery qut frefipds. 
" tous ks fobriquets de faSlhns font vils^ et que zj^f 
" pendant ceji prefque toujours la foRionfitperiatMti 
*' en dignite qui les in^ente pour txprimer fin'Me'^ 
** pris-^il ejl a remarquer auffi qu'elli eft prtpptir 
** toujours dans le cas de ien repentrry After! 
which he adds, ." ^«tfi»^ h r appellation' dr fioir 
*' culottes elk a eu des confequences hien pUi terribk^' 
" que ceBe des gueux des pc^s has^l^ '^ 



< ' ,% 



I am no friend to the min, to his'prtncijpIiQ^ri 
or his conduft whom I have quoted^; ■ but W\i 
truth , of fo much importance is /not to beW^ 
jedod on account o^ the pferfon by wfaom^ it is • 

pronounced. '^ 

. . ■• " ' ' ' ' ' ■' ' f ' ' 1 



(/ 56 ) 

: Iwas.at Paris when a paper czWtA L jimi Ju 
£ai ifo iboper appeared^ than it was oppf^l 
by another caWcd L^Ami du Peuple : the confe- 
quence was, that the editor of the former pe- 
riihed on a fcafFold, and but for the virttjoas 
cathufiafjn of a female, the earth might ftill 
have been vexed and diihonoured by the editor 
of the latter. Truft me, Sir, but thefe are 
bad, very bad relburces, and efpccially on the 
tpt of any great commotion, or in times of 
public tumult. A paper conteft between the 
peoj^e and the government is a very dangerous 
expedient— government wages war upon une-, 
qual terms — " // wars with Bedlam and the^, 
•* itt«f«^.*'-r--Bcfide's, in fuch times Swifs writers 
arc generally fucceedcd.by Swifs of another de- 
fcnption ; and I have feen fo much of the for-> 
1^^ m the different revolutions on the Conti- 
iieht]» that I fhould not be furprifed, in the 
event of a revolution " in this country, which 
heaven forbid ! to fee Citij&en Lee and Edmuftd 
Buji:,e fkake hands and a<£i: as joint fecretaries 
of fiate.together. 

I have dwelt on thi? itibjefl: the longer,. Sir, . 
bccaufe I am *convmded of the ruinous cohle- 
quences that mufi ultimately refult to the cdun-" ' 
trv, .KitMq .l^ind. of yritere are fuffered Ijy a ' 
miftaten opinion of their utility to have any 
Ctoiilfilcrable influence on the public opinion, 

ox: 
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or credit with minifters; in that cafe* they 
will feel themfelyes of .confequence ; they will 
be courted by both parties, and finifh by ulti- 
mately dictating to both. Mr. Burke, the 
field marfhal of this army of mifchievous in*. 
fe<5ts, has, at leaft in one inllance, made the at^ 
tempt, and if I forbear to enter into particulars, 
it is that I do not wiih to (peak of myfelf more 
than is abfojiutcly necefrarj\ The reproach of 
egotifm does not belong to me. It is now" time, 
my dear Sir, to examine a performance^ the [ 
compofition of which is unworthy of the h\gh ' 
literary reputation of its author — the flate- 
ments of which are falfe and illiberal ; its ar- 
guments weak, inclufive, and abfurd; and its 
drift, objeA, and defign, moft evidently mif- 
chievous. It is impoffible that any man of a 
correal tafte can approve of the languagei 
there is nothing of tlmt ftrong and fplcndid 
radiance which was once wont to vivifyj^ 
cliarm, and illumine us — a feeble ray, feebly . . 
emitted — the.Uft fad efforts of expiring genius -^ 
now and then darts forth and fhews us what 
has been, by what is not ! — a mere momentary 
blaze, like a. candle burnt down to the fbcket, 
and like the candle^s dying flame becomes fainter 
and fainter at every incffedtual ftruggle to live 
a. little longer I I am afraid. Sir, that the fimile 
yrill hold good to the laft,. for I already fceijt 

the offenfive wick. 

• ■ • • » , - J ■ • - . . . ■ I • t • ■■ 
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'Mr. Burke^ has appeared to u« at idiflfercnt 
■ times in the different char?6ler8 of philolbphet^ 

bifio/ian, politician, oeconomifi^ and poct.-^ 
' To the firft of thefe he has proved a recreant 
^thight, even to an abhorrence of the very 
'hattte : his prefent ill-will to abftradt reafon- 
riug may poflibly arife from the convjftion he 

feels of the futility of human reaibning upon 
' all fiibjedls not connected with mathematics^ 

or fufceptible of demon ftration. It may be 

ib, but r rather fufpc6lL it proceeds from an 
ifaverfion to ^11 ipeculation -that is npt pro^tar 
'ble, and his own hiftcry is my authority. 



I do not know whether he meant at tho 
time to hid for the office at a future period, but 
^ I well remember reading, fome where in iits 
Thoughts on the prefent Dif contents ^ that, " vohen 
•-** an adverfe connexion is tibe defiroyedy re* 
c:** cotirfe mitft he had to fome one belonging fo it 
,r «^ r^JiQ £njoys^ the highefi confidence of hi^ pafty^ 
'.^' to accomplifh the hnfmefsy hj quarrelUng a}i4 
'f* breaking with his old friendsJ*' I beg, my deay 
Sir, that you will not raifunderftand me. ' I hope 
'- that I fhall not be mifunderftood by the world at 
'large, or fuppofed, by this allufion, to throw 
Icven the mpft diflant refledlion on the conduA 
^ rdf miniftcrs ; on the contrary, I hold their re- 
ceiving Mr. Burke to have been perfe<Jily right, 
• A prudent general >yill never reje^ an intelHf 
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geiit deierter of high r^nk fi!oin oa etfemy's. 
catlap. Mini Hers would have b^ea juftt&ed 
even in the cakh interval of peace and public 
felicity, in eni^ijing fuch a flurdy recruit; but 
in times of turbulenge and danger, when the 
moil perfeA unanimity was necelTary, both in 
and out of Parliament, to the prdSbrvaticHi of 
the ftate, it became their duty to receive bii&, 
and was, in fa6t, patriotifm. They wci^e not 
'"^ware of the impoffibility of bndling him* - 1 
cannot fuppofe that much art or delufioh was 
employed to detach Mr. Bur)ce from thofe with 
whom he had aded and lived all his life, and from 
whom nothing more was to be expe6ted, not 
' even the moft diftant profpedl of anothct im- 
peachment to bring forward and conduA* 
The gentleman was decided by mere motives 
of vulgar, worldly prudence, which always 
jender the charms, fpells^ and operations' of 
forcery unneceflkry. Mr. Burke had well ex- 

* am,! tied the fiate of both markets ; that which 
heiiad l^ept for many ye^rs, and that of his 
neighbours — alarmed at the barren, ftarVed 
appearance of the one, and enamoured with 

■ Jtlie rich luxuriance of the other, he gathered 
tip Jhis beggarly account of^ empty fieves ajid 

* Jpafkets, ^nd, trotting over to the other iide, 
^^ittcd penury for ever.- It is evident,\froai 
the alacrity with which the gentleman cafiojf^n^ 
thonged hatiJi, and the agtlity;^with wbiicb\hc 

V. I 2^ crojfed 
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iroJfeS &*i^df and fgiired irty that he cftfi yd go ' 
down a dance that is to his liking, I dotiot, . 
however, pc'rcbive, on a fair ftatement*of fa6t^ 
and cirumftances, that any good has refulted 
to Government from his acquilition ; yet, wbat-^ 
ever' his fervices may amount to, and however 
Coiifideratle they may be in expectancy, he can 
certainly boaft having had vdiJue received For 
all the fervices he has ever performed. I have 
no perfonal animolily to Mr. Burke — I do 
not feel envions of his good fortune, what- 
ever I may do of thofe fplendid talents which 
all the world admires, and to which all the 
world pay a cheerful, ready, well-deferved ho- 
mage. My poor prctenfions could never come 
in competition with his proud claims, and, ta ' 
cdftfcfs the truth, I am much better fatisfied, 
from mylove of eafe and independence, with 
the humble mediocrity to which my inferior for* 
tune and very inferior talents have condemned 
me, than I fhotild bem the lefs tranquil and 
certainly lefs comfortable blaze of affluence. 
I fay this, in order to remove impreffions, ff 
any fhould exift, or be excited, that ^i am 
ftimulated to this fevere inveftigation of his 
coriduft and principles by any other motives'thatl 
thi/fe which 1 have avbwedj and which I feel to. 
Ijelaxidable '; witli a ^iake ias valuable 'in mjr 
eftlmation; arid with an intereft «s greaftj -if 
^dt grcater> than Mn Burke, inafmuch as I 
"I am 



( 6i ) 

Am a younger man/ in the preferva,tiQti?c£ 
the conftitution, with which is connefted 
the prefervationof order, perfonal liberty, fe-. 
curity of property — in a word, private happi- 
ncfs and national honour — it is as free for. 
me, as it is for him, to canvafs the meafures , 
of public men, and I have his pwn authority . 
for fajdng, that in times like the prefent ^\ every, . . 
^* privaU man is by law a viagijtrate^ 

I have precifely the fame kind of right to 
Icrutinife, expofe, and cenfure what "appears 
to be wrong in the motives and . conduit of 
Mr. Burke, as he 'has to invefligate, expofe, 
and condemn the condudt of the Ekike of 
Bedford or Lord Lauderdale. In doing this, 
1 4o nothing more than exercife the right of an 
Englifhman; tmd in fo doing, I virtually de- 
fend the rights of ALL Engliihmen. Let mp ' 
then, Sir, not be cenfured, either by miniftera . 
or by tliofe who oppofe them, while I am evi- 
dently influenced by a love of right, ajid a very 
anxious folicitude to prefcrve the public tran- 
quillity, brought, into ,hazard by the extrava- 
gant ravings of a man whom, in my boyiflt ; 
days, when little convecfent with the world, 
aod:iiiil lefs £> with tlie humap heart, I looked 
up to as an ornament to literature^ aud »xk^ 
honour to the country, but whom I now confider. 
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t«ayery feriovts national calamity, qf very bitter 
t»ite and wide extent. 

» 

% 

', But for the labours ^ of this gentleman, and 
tliofer of ihe infcdl tribe th^t follow him at 
bumble dillance> we probably Ihould never 
' have fecn- congreffcs at Chalk Farm, Copen- 
li^gen Iloufe, and Marybone Fields, nor bavd 
committees of grievances cflabliflicd in ale* 
houfcs, from one extremity of London to the 
other~frQm Ifj dc Park Corner to Limehoufc. 
'They have brought queflions into difciifliont 
liihidb cannot be agitated without much ha* 
zard to the public peace, and which it is 
dangerous at all times to bring forward : thcjp 
Jiave flepped beyond their competency, as wcME 
as beyond all prudence, a nd we fufFer for theii: 
prefuinption and indifcretion. 

Adling under this imprcffion, and war^ 
ring at this very moment, perhaps, with my 
own perfonal interefts, in a manner as to 
niake thofe who are acquainted with the pu- 
rity of my motives, and who are anxioujf 
for- my lafety, tremble for my future eafe and 
comfort, I may furely claim a favourable in- 
terpretation of my efforts and my wartntK, 
when the caufe 1 plead is that of liberty and 
«iy' country! I thank them kindly for thw 

fojiici* 
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folicitude, and wool Icnfibly affeffc^ "by thcftr 
'fears ; but Mr. Burke, as an eitemy to tfeat Jj-r 
berty which I adore, as a mifchief to the 
country that I love with a much more holy 
fervour than he can bpaft, is my FOE, an4 sb 
fuch I will purfue him, from a principle Jrf 
duty, whatever confequences may uUiinateilr 
refult to ftiy-perfon or t^ my fortime. No mob 
ever more paffionately^ admired the rich elrt** 
quence of his fplendid oratory thaifl I have 
done ; no man laments more fincerely that his 
talents fliould not have been as betieficial sfs 
they were once captivating. As a poet giving 
full fcope to wild fancy, and rovijig unfcon* 
trpuled in hie luxuriant garden of tropes, me- 
'taphors, and fiAions, he ravifhcs all hearts^; 
liad he confined himfelf to the bright fummlt 
•of Parnafllis, where be flood fupremely emi- 
nent — ^had he contented himfelf with gather- 
iDg the rich foliage from its exuberant parter- 
res, and diflributing, as he was wont to dOj 
their variegated fvveets to a fafcinatcd wotkJ i 
or if in lovfe with fcience, he had ftrayetl 
^mong the academic groves of Grccjce, ftudying 
themildleflbnsofphilofophy, and bypra^lifirig. 
what be ftudied, have taught us virtue :by 
example, the name of Burke would have:4*- 
fcended to the latefl: poflerity, with thpfe pi 
Sbak^fpeare aad of Ariftotle, the idol ^ this 
^pui^try, atid the proud boafl of his own ! Bat 

the 



rtljcbnrd 0fid\the phHofopher arc. loft m[^lke 
.polkkian without recSlitculej and in the bigM 
ii^Hhout . mercy. . He has quitted the lyceuin 
:f6r tlic ihamWes, and mailing Iieg0ndre^4li 
.hi3.^diicarded pioteffion, fpeaks as icientifically 
Arf;" mtting up^ and of the talitrm on ihd sawl 
»/* and kidnejfSy^ as if be had been edikated a 
butcher from bis earlieft ipfancy. luftcdd-df 
.being an ornament to the nation, as we- i^ 
xeafon- to expert, where nature had been^gS- 
oerous even to profufion,' inftead of giv^iig 
whftlelbme employment and a proper diite(V 
tion to the faculties of a mipd fiill vehement 
«ind a(^ve, he is, though not exadly in the 
fenfe he defcribes himfeh to be, *' a drfolaU 
(Jd manC but old and defolate as he :is/ be 
would yet tear us, if his fangs had not hsqp* 
ply loiJ: their force and clafticity, 

-; Does Mr. Burke mean to beipeak -lOur com- 
paiTipri, and to arreft our refentment, when 
he calls himfelf a defoJate old ynmf . If he 
^doesj, he fliould be told that it is very \mbe- 
^ming in an old man to f urn gladiator^ and 
iliH morefo to challenge all the world to fight 
him with broad fword or back fword, fin^ 
:mpier, double rapier, cudgels, or quarter^ 
ftafT Look at his wan figure^ I befeech yod; 
Sir, truffled up and armed cap-St-pe; in tflje 

afenci ready for ^e combat '$nd"t^Qbod^ tp 

- • - ' fight 
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£gl3t fv^^ifli hini-*-playmg. about faim like 'a 

''/^afjr fury, and quarrelling with' all mankind 

/rtbfttare sot as mad as bimfelf. Such> my 

•dear ; Sir, is- the ^* deflate vJd rnm^' who tells 

vti9 that he has fetircd to ^^ forrtm) and^bfcn* 

^^ ^?X> ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^ff^irs and fleafuns 

r^^ofih world r Tellmc, Sir, if in the 

\courfcof your long experience, you ever rd- 

! member an ^flertion fo evidently falfe and ii^ 

impude:ntly made; and then fay, wiicther fach 

•^ man defervea mercy or indulgence^ k defa- 

late old man h^s no bulincfs on a public Hage, 

-es^G^pt in the fidions of the theatre,: or as arft 

object of jcharity. In the latter cbaradtef he 

Jbas already appeared^ and having been cha^ 

ritably relieved, fbould withdraw. His: pre*- 

ience is an intrufion. But when- this ** ^;?^&^ 

lated old man^ fays lie has " taMnhh Uavtjof 

** London for ever^'' that he is " in forrow and 

*^. olfcurity^ . retired and dead to flie affairs'^ land 

" pleafures of this world^^ at the very i^> 

itant that be is gratify tog his natui^ai malignity 

of temper, and giving audience to printers- ds^ 

yiU in Hurley Street, what elfe can we tbinfc 

pf .him> ,but that he is an ifnpudent jmpoftQiri 

uaworthy of the alms he haaf.jobt^inedy and 

of the coujipaflion he implores I -■ But to . . t he 

point. 7he perfonn^nee of tbi^ oScipus apd 

dii^atisfied old m^a ^omntenc^.witb an inii'^^ 

... ,^'- ', . - 

ffUdfyOXi not, very decent or ^oA/againft th^ 
.'■..-' K Puke 
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Duke of Bedford (whom he would aflimilat© 
to the curfe and opprobrium of Frauce, the 
P^ke of Of leans) arid with a very fulfonjc 
pomplinqent indeed to Xxjrd .Grenvillp. I am 
as ready as any man to pay full mcafure pf 
praife to fair and honeft defcrt; I am no left 
di(pofed tp think well and to fpcak wel^ of his 
JU)rd(hip or any other man than Mr. Burk/c^^ 
whenever the panegyric is authorized by the 
fa6t ; and bein^ almofl: as competent to de- 
cide on the charadler and capacity pf the !D^pr 
blc Lord, Ifecl hurt at the awkward pofitipa 
\n which he has been placed by the prematura, 
ppmpliments of his abject eulogift, wfea 
would probably. have faid precifcly the fame 
pf Sir Watkin Lewes, if Sir Watkin Lewc^ 
had been fecretary of flate* 

Mr. Burke i$ a pcrfeA adept in the very 
lucrative fcience of flattery ; but the vanity that 
pan be pleafed with the praife of fiich a maa 
muft be yery exorbitant iqdeed! How for- 
tunate it is that the grave conceals the bluftie? 
of .Lord Kcppel ! Mr. Burke has introduQc4 
a new inethod of prophefying; he pronounces^ 
decidedly what part the gallant adir[iral would 
take jn the great public queftions of the day,, 
if he were alive. It is^ perhaps, only on (iich 
-occafioos as thefe that the aflertions of Mn 
Purke do not riiojae contradi^Uom If Mr. 

-Fox 



\' 
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Fox" had defcended to the tomb of his aneef- 
tbrs before the French ^cvohition happened, I 
have no doifbt but his quondam friend WoXild 

have as pathetirally deplored the lofs or To 

► ■. •^ 

much civic virtue and ability, and have alldt- 
tfed to Mr. Fox a part very different to what 
\ire have feen him take. What a misfortime it 
is that Mr. Fox, by having furvived the id- 
ttiiral fo long, fhould be deprived of his fiill 
portion of quantum meruit^ when the juror on 
the inquefl would have been fo extremely liberal ' 
ind profiife ! Death, at no future period of his 
life, can" ndw infure to him fuch an epitaph 
as he would certainly have had if he had hap- 
pily died in time. But I forget myfelf: it is 

« 

time that ple^fantry fhould give place to' lb- 
briety, and I am once more ferious, 

Th^ motion announced in the early part of 
the prefent feflion, by the Duke of Bedford or 
Lord Lauderdale, the purport of which is to 
inquire into the nature of a penlion granted to 
•Mt. Burke, has produced a pamphlet from (hat 
gentleman, which in other times would Havi 
dtawn on it a very ftrong parliamentary cc'n- 
fore, if not a prdfeciitlon, for he brands, by 
itHplication, the niotion as a libeV on his cha- 
radter. He lays (page 7) that *' loofe Tthh 
^^ ought to h^pajfed'hy tnftltnte arsf contempt, ny 
^^ me they have hetnfo always. But wheii they a 
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" derive an importance from the rank of the pef^\; 
*^ fon they comefromy and the gravity of the place" 
*^ where they are uttered^ in fome way or other-. •/. 
*^ ought to take notice of them^ Such, my good 
Sif, IS the reafon alledged by the gentleman 
for coming forward. The firft part of the^: 
flatement is not exacSlly conformable to truth ; 
indeed the gentleman is very apt to fly off: 
in a dire6l tanjgent from truth, whenever , it 
fuits his purpole: ho confiders himfelf as a. 
kind of privileged perfon, and feems to have,: 
provided an excufe for the falfehoods he xxi-^t 
\/t^y by informing UwS, that " // is the na^^. 
fure of all greatnefs not to ^^ EXACT/,'f;.: 
If by ^^ loofe libels*^ he means whatever haai: 
been, faid againft him out of Parliament, 1/ 
would alk him if he treated thofe flridluresoa 
his conduA which are annexed to the letters 
addrelTed to the Duke of Grafton and Lord 
Stanhope, with that ^^filent eontempf wliich 
be pretends ? I am perhaps better informed on 
this occalion than he fufpedls, not from th«* 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with. whom I, 
heve never converfed fince tlieyear 1 793, either 
on that or any other fubje<ft, or from any per- 
fon connefted with him ; but having it from 
Unqueftionable authority, I will aflc Mr. BurkW 



• . / V. 



Burke's Speech on AmericaD Taxation^ Vol. i. d. 542* 

- ' ' - •. . 
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if he drd not wait on the Minifier and mate uf<^' 
of language that did hot become either of the 
parties concerned to hear, or utter ? 

• ■ 

• * • / 

I hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be 
more explicit. It is plain that hq totally mif- 
underfiood my fituation and ray charafter, and 
if I have brought this " defolate old man'' for- 
wiard on my owji account, it is merely by way 
of reproof for his having quitted his ^' rdreat^^ 
td^ calumniate, and to have injured me, if I ba4- 
been as abje(5l and as dependent in my mind as . 
he is vindidivc in his temper. Mr. Burke, the 
inquiiitor-general, as Anarchariis Cloots was . 
the orator-general of the human race, cries ou|; 
iDtofl; vocifcroufly, if any one prefumes to hold 
ao " inqueft on his qiuinium meruit. 






It is probable, however, that he. was on the in-* 
queil when his own j" quantum m^ruif^ was af», 
certained, and when ypu enumerate the vaft 
fervices he has recorded, and pretends to have 
performed: when you recolledt all that he 
|ias faid of himfelf, and believe him to be 
" EXACT," in/pite of greatnsfs^ you will cvea 
then. Sir, confeis that he has allowed himfelf 
full and ample reward for all the iervices he 
can poflibly have performed. 

Thig 
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• 

Thk man, who arrogates to himfcif tfee 
right, and really exercifes it, of amputating, cirt* 
ting up, flaying, hewing, flafliing, and anafo?' 
mifing inftitutions, eflablifliments, miniflw, 
admirals, tmd generals, is in violent hyficrics 
the very inflant that the probe is pointed to^ 
wards his own putrid carcafe, and in the deli* 
rium of his rage and his fears, exclaims that iKe 
liirgeon is an hired aflaffin ! What does the con"- 
du6k of Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bed-*^ 
ford and Lord Lauderdale in fa6l amount tbi 
but a diredl denial of their right to • in* 
quire into the nature of the penfiori which has 
been granted him* by the Crown ? It. is hot for 
tut to pronounce on the quantum ;w^rw/V which 
lias obtained him fuch large reward. I do not 
feel myfelf competent to difcufs the qucftion> 
and ftill lefs does it become me, to give an 
opinion on a matter which is to be argued, 
where only fiich matters can be noticed with 
cflfedt ; but by this attack on the noble Lords 
above mentioned, for a meafure juftified by 
the ufeges of Parliament, and forming a part 
of their duty, as truftees to the public, it i4 
evident that Mr. Burke, become a judge and 
party in his own caufe, would wrcft frona-thd 
Houic of Peers that fuperinteilding controul 
over the public expenditure, which he ackqow- 

ledges 
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{edges to belong of right tp theHoufe of Lord«, 
jtod never to hav^ b-<?en denied it.* 

I do njot feqow in what light oth^r gentlemcii 
confider that part of the letter which relates to 
the propofed inquiry, but to me it appears to 
|>e a direft unqualified attack on the inquifitor 
rial power of (he Peers, and a virtual denial of 
any right in Parliament itself to inveftigate the 
propriety of grants and penfions. I h^ve nq 
reajG:>Q to believe that I am a favp^iritewith that 
party from whom Mr, Burke has fcparated^ 
it is impoilible that I can be, and I can 
aflure him that I will never feek to he, hyfor^ 
viljfy to them, or by treachery to others. But 
whether the noble Duke and Lord in queftio^ 
are flimulated by a fenfe of duty, or by perfonal 
refentment to the individual to inAitute thiii 
inquiry, their right to inftitute it is incontro-' 
verti^le, and it does not become the objedl of 
it, however he may be expofed, or affetied jby 
the event, to qucftion that right. 

Mr. Burlc^ does not tell the Duke of Bedford 
or liord Lauderdale in plain dired terms that 

^ ** A pmver of examining accmntSy tocfnjure^ correSfi 

P^ andpunijbf we never ^ that I know ofj have thought ofii* 

f^ nying it to the Houje of Lords.'- 

Speech pt Mr. Burke on CEcoDomical Refonn id the 

^oufe of Commons. Vide his Works, vol. ii. p. zt^* 

3 *hey. 
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they, as Peers of Parliament^ have no rig}|t to 
examine accounts; he contents himfelf wkh 
abufing them for announcing fach an listen- 
tion^ and attempts to deter them 'by .a ipodes 
of recrimination very novel in its nature, very 
indecent, m well as unjull in its appUcatioo, 
and which may have an operation which I hope 
was never ierioufly in his contemplation^ for it 
goes to Ihake the whole landed property in the 
three kingdoms.- If no title deeds are to be 
valid] that cannot trace their fource, pure and 
undcfilcd by fraud or rapine, through the yaft 
fucccflive ages of the world up to the original 
donation from Adam or from Noah, no maii*f 
property is fecure ; or if confifcalions or unfiuf 
means, man^ centCiries back, and praclifixi 
in the days of chivalr)'^, fo rapturoufly a:dmircd, 
and fo rapturoyfly fung by Mr. Burke, are to 
vitiate the titles of the prefcnt owners, and 
difpoflefs thcrrf of their property, and to place 
tb^m precifely in the fame condition as thofe 
whole motto is ** nifor in adverfumj^^ befofO 
they foared from beggary; I have only to fay, 
that the obje6lions he has made to the Rufc 
iel family, applies with equal force to the three 
great houfes of Cavendifh, Fitzwilliam, and . 
Bcutiuck, all of whom, as well as his Grace c«f 

*' Vide the Letter to a Noble Lord, by Edmund Burke.. ^ 
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£j^ with him-^playing about him like 'a 
very Airy, and quarrelling with- all mankind 
^at are not as mad as himfelf. Such]» my 
clear Sir, is fhc ** defolate old mariy' who Idls 
bs that he has retired tp ^' forrow and ohfcu^ 
^^ fV/j^, dead at once to the affairs and pleafures 
-^^ of the world r Tell me. Sir, if in the 
€Our(e of your long experience, you ever re- 
member an aflertion Ilo evidently falfe and fo 
impudently made j and then fay, whether fuch 
a man deferves mercy or indulgence ? A defo^ 
late old man has no bufineis on a public ft age, 
except in the fiAions of the theatre, or as an 
objcfft of charity. In the latter charadler ht 
has already appeared^ and having been chi- 
rit^bly relieved, fhould withdraw. His pre- 
fence is an intrufion. But when this *' dtjb* 
lated old man'* fays he has " taken Ids leave of 
London for ever'' that he is *^ in forrow and 
obfeurity^ retired afid dead to the affairs and ' 
^^' fhafures of this worlds' at the very in* ' 
ftant that he is gratifying his natural malignity 
of temper, and giving audience to printers de- ' 
vils in Harley Street, what elfc can we think 
of -him, bCit that he is an impudent impoftor, 
unworthy of the alms he has obtained, and 
of the compaffion he implores ? But . to the 
point. The performance of this officious and' 
difiktisfied old man commences with an infi* 
X)uation not very decent or juft againft the 

K Duke 
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Duke of Bedford (whom^he wouW affimilat<r 
to the curfc afld opprobrium oC France^ thi^ 
t)ulce of Orleaos), and ^ith a. very fiilibjnp 
compliment indeed to Lord Grenvillc. I ^tfa 
as ready as any man, to pay full meafure of 
praife to fair and honeft defcrt; I am no left- 
djfpofed to think well and to fpcak well of bia 
Lprdljiip or any other man th^n Mf. Burkj?^ , 
whenever the panegyric is authorized- by the 
fa<9: ; and being almoll as competent to dc^ 
pide on the charadler and capacity of the Np- 
ble Lord. 1 feel hurt at the awkward pofitioa 
in which be has been placed by the premature- 
compliments of his abje6t eulogilV, yfh^^ 
\vould . probably have faid preclfcly the farpa 
of Sir Watkin Lewes, if Sir Watkin Lewes 
h^d been fecretary of ftate* 

Mr. Burke is a perfedl adept in tbe Y^ry 
lucrative fcience of flattery ; but the vanity that ' 
can be pleafed with the praife of fuch a man. 
muft be very exorbitant indeed! How. for- 
tunate it is that the grave conceals the blufl^es 
of Lord Keppel ! Mr. Burke has intrqdqced 
* a new method of prophefying; be pronounces^ 
decidedly what part the gallant admiral would 
^akc in the gre^t public (jueftions of the. day, 
if he were alive. It is^ perhaps, only on fuch. 
occafions as thefe that the affertions of Mr. 

' Burke do not rifque contradidion* If Mr* 

■ ' - - ■■•:.' Yox 
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Fox had defcended to the toflib of his ancef- 
fors before the. French fcvolQ^ioti happened/ I 
have no doubt but his quondam friend W6uld 

" have as pathetically deplored the lofs of To 

" , • ■■'■'{ 

much civic virtue and abUity, and have allot- 
ted to Mr. Fox a part very different to wifi^t 
we have feen him take. ' What a misfortune it 
is that Mr. Fox, by having furvived the ad- 
miral fo long, Ihould be deprived of his fiill 
portion of quanium meruit^ when the juror pn 
ftie inquefl would have been fo extremely liberal 
and profufe ! Death,- at no future period of his 
life, can now infute to him fuch an epitaph , 
as he would certainly have had if he had hap- 
pily difed in time. But I forget myfelf: it. is 
time that pleafantry Ihould give place to fo- 
briety, and I am once more ferious, . 

The motion announced in the early part of - 
thb prefent feffion, by the Duke of Bedford dr 
Lord Lauderdale, the purport of which is tb 
inquire into the nature of a jienfioh grahle3 tb 
Mr. Burke, has produced a pamphlet fi-oih thit 
gentleman, which in other tiine^ would have 
drawn on it a very ffirong pafliaihehtaty beii- 
fure, if not a prbfeciition, for he brands, t^ 
implication, the motion as a libel on his chi- 
yadter. He fays (page 7) that " loo/e Uhh 
^^ ought to it faffed hy inftltlnct and contmpl jBy 
*^ me they have h$€n fo always. But when they 

K a' ^^ derive 
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•^ derhe an importance from the rank a/" the per^ 
^ Jon they comefroniy and the gravity of the place 
^* where they are uttered^ in fome way or other I 
** ought to take notice qf themr Such, my good 
Sir, is the reafon alledged by the gentleman 
for coming forward. The firft part of the 
ftatement is not exadtly conformable to truth; 
indeed the gentleman is very apt to fly oflf 
in a diredl tangent from truth, whenever it 
fuits his purpofe : he confiders himfelf as a 
kind of privileged perfon, and feems to have 
provided an excufe for the falfchoods he ut- 
ters, by informing us, that ^^ It is the na^ 
ture of all greatnefs' not to be EXACT."* 
If by ^^ loo/e libels'' he means whatever has 
been faid againfl him out of Parliament, I 
would alk him if he treated thofe flridures on 
his conducSt which are annexed to the letters 
addrefled to the Duke of Grafton and Lord 
Stanhope, with that ^^Jilent contempt'' which 
he pretends ? I am perhaps better informed on 
this occalion than he fufpedts, not firom the 
- Chancellor of the Exchequer, with whom I 
have never converfed fince the year 1793, either 
on that or any other fubje6t, or from any jper- 
fon conneifted with him ; but having it from 
uncjucftionable authority, I will alk Mr. Burke 

• • ■ ...,-•■ , . . . » 

. • Burke's Speech on American Taxation, Vol. i. d. 5420 
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if he did net wait on the Minifler and make gfe 
of language that did not become either of the 
parties concerned to hear or utter ? 

I hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be 
more explicit It is plain that he totally miC- 
underftood my (ituation and my charadler^ and 
if I have brought this ** defolate old man'' for- 
ward on my own account, it is merely by way 
of reproof for his having quitted his ** retreaSy 
io calumniate, and to have injured me, if I had 
been as abje(5l and as dependent in my mind as 
he is vindidlive in his temper. Mr, BurkC;, tl)c 
inquiiitor-general, as Anarchariis Cloots w^s 
4he orator^general of the human race, cries out 
moft vocifcroufly, if any one prefumes to hold 
aQ " inqtiefl on his qtianium meruit.^* 

It is probable, however, that he was onihe in- 
queft when his own *^ quantum menuf^ was af- 
c^rtained^ and when you enumerate the vaft 
fervices he has recorded^ and pretends to have 
performed: when you recoUedl all that he , 
has (aid of himfelf, and believe him to be 
^' EXACT," infpite of greatmfs, you wfll even 
then, Sir, confeis that he has allowed himfelf 
full and ample reward for all the fervices he 
can poffibly have performed. 

this 
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This man, who arrogates to hiiiifelf tlic 
right, and really cxercifes it, of amptitatiYig, cut- 
ting up, flaying, hewing, flafhing, and anato=- 
mifing inftitutions, eflabliftiments, miniflers, 
admirals, and generals, is in violent hyfterics 
the yery^ inilant that the probe is pointed to- 
wards his own putrid carcafe, and in the deli- 
num of his rage and his fears, exclaims that the 
iiirgeon is an hired aflaflin 1 What does the cbn- 
du6t of Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bed- 
ford and Lord Lauderdale in faft amount to, 
but a diredl denial of their right to in* 
quire into the nature of the peniioii which hte 
been granted him by the Crown ? It is not for 
me to pronounce on the quantum meruit which 
has obtained him fuch large reward. I do not 
feel myfelf competent to difcufs the qucftion, 
and flill lefs does it become me, to giv^ an 
opinion on a matter which is to be argued, 
^here only fuch matters can be noticed with 
cftedt ; but by this attack on thie noble Lords 
nboTe mentioned, for a meafure juftified by 
tiie ufages of Parliament, and forming a part 
of their duty, as truftees to the public, it ii 
evident that Mr. Burke, become a judge aftid 
party in his own offirfe,' would ^refl: from thft 
Houfe of Peers that fuperintending eontroul 
over the public expfenditure, which he acknbW-^ 

ledges 
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^ges tc^ belong of right to.tbeHonfe of Lords^ 
jskpd nQY« to liare been denied it.* 

# * 

• I do not know in what light other gentlena^ii 
.coiifider that part of the letter which relates to 
the propofcd iiiq,uiry, but to me it appears to 
be a diieift unqualified attack on the inquifito- 
rial power o£ the Peers, and a virtual denial of 
any right in Parliament itielf to inveitigate the 
propriety of grants and pcnfions. I have no 

reafoa to beliiev e that I am a favourite with that 

if 

party from whom Mr, Burke has feparated, 
it is impol!iblc that I can be, and I can 
aifure him that 1 will never feck to be, byyer- 
fuility to, ihcm^ or by treachery to others. But, 
iWhether the noble Duke and Lord in quefiion 
ajie ftimulated by a fenfe of duty, or by perfonal 
rcfentment to the individual, to ihflitute this, 
itiquiry, their right to infiitute it is incontro- 
vertible, and it does not TDCComc the objcA oF 
it,, however he may be cxpofedj or afieded by 
th^ event, to queftion that right. 

Mr . Biirke docs not tell the Duke of Bedford 
or Lord Lauderdale in plain diredl terms. that 

^ " A power of ixftmning accounts y tocenjurey cornCtf 
f^ andpunijby we never % that tknow ofj have thought ofde* 
f^ nyingit to the Houfe <f Lords'^ 

Speech of- Mr* .Burke on CLconomical Reform in the 
Houfe of Commont. Vide his Works, vol. ii» p. 263. 
3 they. 



they, as Peers of Parliament, have no right tQ 
examine accounts; he contents himlelf with 
abuijng them for announcing fuch an inten- 
tion, and attempts to deter them l>y a ipecies 
of recrimination very novel in its nature, very 
indecent, as well as unjuft in its application^ 
and which may have ah operation which I hope 
was pevcr ferioufty in his contemplation, for it 
goes to fhake the whole landed property in the 
three kingdoms. If no title deeds are to be 
valid^ that cannot trace their fource, pure and 
undefiled by fraud or rapine, through the vaft 
fuccpffive ages of the world up to the original 
donation from Adam or from Noah, no man*s 
property is fecuite ; or if confifcations or unfair 
means, many centuries back, and pracftifed 
in the days of chivalry, fo rapturoufly admired^ 
and fo rapturoufly fung by Mr. Burke, are to 
vitiate the titles of the prefent owners, and 
difpoflcfs them of their property, and to place 
them precifely in the lame condition as thofe 
whofe motto is ** ni^r in adverfuniy^^ before 
they foared from beggary ; I have only to fay, 
that the objeftions he has made to the RuC- 
fel family, applies with equal force to the three 
great houfes of Cavendifh, Fitzwilllani, and 
Ben):inck, all of whom, as well as his Grace of 
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9c4(y^d, P5v;e i^eir immenfe property to cpi;^- 
iifca,t^ons f^d e^prmous grants, and who were, 
like him, as JVfo/ Burke very gratefully, a,nd at 
tjiip , rapment no le/i ^mdentlj exprefles it, 
" rockfcl an^ dandled intQ Jegi/ldtoff*^ This is 
»o bad coi[nine.nt on ihe mifchievpus text of 
Mr. Paine, which ridicules the idea of an herc-^ 

' • ■.,■■ .•■» 

4it^rj^ legiil^or, as beinjg to the fuj^ ^ ^b^vir<^, 
gs ai^ hereditary m^thqi^atician. 

Og this fubjedl I forbcfir to expatiate ; how- 
. ever pure and reniote the genealogy xnay be^ 
jthat jpkis^consfield can produce pfats' virtuous 
<^a4 ^opourable defcent to its prefent, no Ids 
virtuous and honourable ^ poiTeiTor, I know npt (' * 
it is the province of heralds and conveyancerflt 
tp iqveiligate fudi matters, and they inay 
mal^e t^ie inq^uiry if they ^jnk proper. 

I fhall only pbferye, that the DuJ^-c qf De- 
yoi)£!^ure ypuld pot be r^ell pleafed tp have hjs 
nght to the inheritance he^Iiolds.in Rcrbylhire 
tried by the prdeal which his frjerfd h^i-s 9b- 
liijuely , hinted can alone /^j^tf//«^ the tenure. I 
do not think that the noble Lord in voluntary 
^ile in his native land, would feel eafy if- the 
. origin of l>is property in a country, the fceptre 
of which he no fooner acquired than loA, was to 
be tified by the fame rule. The puke of Port- 
land tp a certainty would obje6lto,it ; the r^- 

I4 pacity 
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thcjr, as Peers of Parliament^ have no rigjit to 
examine aceounta; he contents bimielf with 
abufihg them for announcing fuch an inten* 
lion, and attem'pts to deter them^by.a fpecies 
of recrimination very novel in its nature, very 
, indecent, las well as linjuH in its application, 
mid which may have an operation which I hope 
was never ferioufly in his contemplation, for it 
goes to fhake the whole landed property in the 
three kingdoms/ If no title deeds are to be 
valid; that cannot trace their fource, pure and 
ijlLndefilcd by ftaQd or rapine, through the vaft 
fiiQceflive ages of the world up to the original 
dpnation from Adam or from Noah, no man'$ 
property is fecure ; or if confifcations or unfair 
in^ns,-' ma6^ centCiries back, and pradiled 
ist the days of chivalry, fo rapturoufly admired, 
aijd. fo rapturoyfly fung by Mr. Burke, are to 
vitiate the titles of the prefent owners, and 
diipoflefs thenf of their property, and to place 
tbipm precifely in the fame condition as thofe 
whofe motto is ** nitor in advetfiwtj'** before 
tlH?y foared from beggary ; I have only to fay, 
that the obje6liohs he has made. to the Ruf-? 
fel: family, applies with equal force to the three 
gre^t houfes of Cavendifh, Fitzwilliam, and 
Bcutiuck, all of whom, as well as his Grace of 

*;Vide the Letter to a ^foble Lord, by Edmund Burke, , 

p. 29. . ..^ 
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fi^ with him— playing about him like a 
' Terjr ^ry, and quarrelling . with* all mankind 
liiat are not as mad as himfelf. Such,» my 
4fear Sir, is the ^' defolate old mauy' who tells 
us that he has retired tp *' forrow and ohfcu^ 
** rityj dead at once to the affairs and fleafures 
-^^ of the world r Tell me. Sir, if in the 
eourie 6f your long experience, you ever re- 
member an aflcrtion fo evidently faife and fo 
impudently nxadej and then fay, whether fuch 
a man deferves mercy or indulgence? A defo^ 
iate old man has no bulinefs on a public ilage, 
except in the fiAions of the theatre, or as an 
objcdt of charity. In the latter charadter he 
ha* already appeared, and having been cha- 
ritftbly relieved, fhould withdraw. His pre- 
fence is an intrufion. But when this *' z/^- 
hted old marr fays he has " taken Jiis leave of 
**' London for ever'' that he is " in forrow and 
*• obfeurity^ retired atid dead to the affairs and 
^^' phafures of this 'voorld^' at the very in- ' 
ftant that he is gratifying his natural malignity 
of temper, and giving audience to printers de- ' 
vils in Harley Street, what elfe can we think ^ 
of -him, bat that be is an impudent impoflor, 
unworthy of the alms he has obtained, and 
of the compaflion he implores? But. to the 
point. The performance of this officious and 
diilatisfied old man commences with an infi- 
puation not very decent or juil againil the 

K Duke 
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DuKd of Bi^dford. (v^hom^he would affimil^ta 
to the cuj-fe afld ppprobriiyn oC JFrancc^ tho^ 
P^Jce of Orleaps), and \^ith % very fialfofnp 
compUraent indeed to Lord Grenvlllc. I ^m 
as ready as any man, to pay full mcafure of 
praife to fair and honeft defcrt; I am no left- 
djfpofed to think well and, to fpcak well of his^ 
Lprdftiip or any other man th^n Mr. Burkj^^ , 
wheuever the panegyric is authorized^ by the. 
fa6t; and l^eing almoil as competent to de- 
cide on the charadler and capacity of the Np- 
ble. Lord. 1 feel hurt at the awkward pofition 
in which, he has been placed by the premature- 
compliments of his abjc6t jeulogift, wjicff^ 
would- probably have laid preclfcly the farpC;' 
of Sir Watkin Lewes, if Sir Watkin Lewes 
ha4 been fecretary of Hate* 

'..»>■'• !..•><• •.•■,-. •■ 

I 

Mr. Burke is a perfeA adept in the very 
lucrative, fciencc of flattery ; but the vanity that ' 
can be pleafed with the praife of fuch a man. 
muft be very exorbitant indeed! How for- 
tunate it is that the grave conceals the blufhes 
ofr Lord Keppel ! Mr. Burke has introduced 
* a new method of prpphefying; be pronounces* 
decidedly what part the gallant admiral would 
^ake ia the gre;at public cjueftions of the day, 
if h^/were alive. It is^ perha^, only on fuch. 
occafiops as thefq that the affertions of Mr. 

' Biwrke do not, rifquc contradiftion, If Mn^ 

";: • - . . .■.■•• .-Pox 
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Pox fiad defcended to the tortib of his ahcef- 
Tors before the French fcvolCi'tiori happened,' I 
have no doubt but liis quondam friend W6uld 
"have as pathetically deplored the lofs of To 
ttiuch civic virtue and ability, and have alldt- 
tfed to Mr. Fox a part very different to wl^t 
we have feen him take. What a misfortune" it 
is that Mr. Fox, by having furvived the d'd- 
iniral fo long, fhould be deprived of hi's fiiU 
portion of quankitn meruit^ when the juror gn 
Ittieinquefl would have been fo extremely Hbefial 
and profufe ! Death,- at no future period of his 
life, can now infure to him fuch an epitaph , 
as he would certainly have had if he had hati- 
pily difed in time. But I forget myfelf: it is 
time that pleafantry Ihould give place to fb- 
briety, and I am once more ferious. 

Thfc motion announced in the early part of 
thfe prefent feffion, by the Duke of Bedford dr 
Loi^ Lauderdale, the purport of which is tb 
inquire into the nature of a penfioh grahled tb 
Mr. Burke, has produced a pamphlet fVom thjtk 
gentleman, which in other tiine^ would have 
drawn oh it a viery firong pafliarnehtat-y fccii- 
fure, if not a prbfectition, for he brands, \>f 
Implication, the mcPtioh as a libel on his chi- 
^ racfter. H^ fays (page 7) that " loo/e Uhh 
^^ ought to hepajfed hy infilmcz and cmtmfi. By 
^' me they have h$en fo always. But when they 

K a' *^ derive 
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•' deirhe ofi importance from the rank of the per-- 
Jon they eomefrom^ and the gravity of the place 
where they are uttered^- in fome way or other I 
ought to take notice qf them!'' Such, my good 
Sir, is the reafoti alledged by the gentleman 
for corning forward. The firft part of the 
ftatement is not exadily conformable to truth; 
indeed the gentleman is very apt to fly off 
in a diredl tangent from truth, whenever it 
fuits his purpole : he confideris himfelf as a 
kind of privileged pcrfou, and feems to have 
provided an excufe for the falfchoods he ut- 
ters, by informing its, that ^^ It is the na^ 
tiJcre of all greatnefs' not to be jJ^XACT."* 
If by ^^ loo/e libels'' he means whatever has 
been faid againfl him out of Parliament, I 
would alk hini if he treated thofe ftridlures on 
his condu6t which are annexed to the letters 
addrefled to the Duke of Grafton and Lord 
Stanhope, with thai ^^filent contempt which 
he pretends ? I am perhaps better informed on 
this oqcafion than he fufpe6ls, not from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with whom I 
have never convcrfed fince the year 1793, eitliet 
on that or any other fubje6t> or from any jper- 
fon cbnneiSfed with him ; but having it from 
unqiicftionable authority, I will alk Mr. Burke 

■ r • , • » ' 

. * Burke's Speech on AmericaA Taxation, Vol. i. d. 542 • 
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if he did not -wait on the Minifter and make ufe 
of language that did not become either of the 
parties concerned to hear or utter ? 

I hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be 
more, explicit. It is plain that he totally miC- 
underllood my fituation and my charadter^ and 
if I have brought this " defoJate old man'' for* 
ward on my own account, it is merely by way 
of reproof for his having quitted his " retreat ^^^ 
to calumniate, and to have injured me, if I had 
been as abjedl and as dependent in my mind as 
he is vindidtive in his temper. Mr, Burke, ti^c 
inquifitor-general, as Anarcharfis Cloots w^s 
4he orator-general of the human race, cries out 
moft vocifcroufly, if any one prefumes to hold 
ai) " mqiiejl en his quantum meruitm^ 

' ' ' *> ' i •■ • . 

It is probable, however, that he was onihe in- 

queft when his own ^^ quantum meruif^ was af- 

c^rtained, and when you enumerate the vaft 

fervices he has recorded^ and pretends to have 

performed: when you recoUeft all that he, 

has (aid of himfelf, and believe him to be 

f' EXACT," infpite ofgreatnefs, you wSl even 

then, Sir, confeis that he has allowed himfelf 

full and ample reward for all the fervices he 

can poffibly have performed. 

this 




This tn&n, who arrogates to himfelf the 
right, and really cxercifes it, of amptttating, cut- 
ting up, flaying, hewing, flafhing, and anato- 
mifing inftitutions, eftabliftiments, minifiers, 
admirals, aad generals, is in violent hyfterics 
ihe yery^ inftant that the probe is pointed to- 
wards his own putrid carcafe, and in the deli- 
num of his rage and his fears, exclaims that the 
iiirgeon is an hired aflaflin ! What does the<;bti- 
du6k of Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bed- 
ford and Lord Lauderdale in fa6t amount to, 
but a dire<9: denial of their right to in* 
quire into the nature of the penfioh which h&s 
been granted him by the Crown ? It is not for 
jaae to pronounce on the qtuintnm meruit which 
ius obtained him fuch large reward. I do not 
feel myfelf competent to difcufs the queftion, 
and ftill lefs does it become me, to giv^ an 
opinion on a matter which is to be argued, 
^here only fuch matters can be noticed with 
efted ; but by^ this attack on the noble Lords 
nbore mentioned, for a meafure juftified by 
tiie u(ages of Parliament, and forming apart 
of their duty, as truftees to the public, it ift 
evident that Mr. Burke, become a judge aftid 
fatty in his own caufe,^ would ^reft from \h€ 
Houie of Peers that (uperintending controul 
over the public expfenditure, which he acknblv- 

^ ledges 
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ici4lges tc^ belong of right tO;tbeHotrfe of Lords^ 
jWd nQY^B tp hare been denied it.* 

-• . * * 

• I do not know in what light other gcntlenwd 
»coiafider thafc part of the letter which relates* to 
ihe propofcd iiiqiuiry, but to me it appears to 
be a diiedt unqualified attack on the inquifito- 
rial power of the Peers, and a virtual denial of 
any right in Parliament itlelt'to inveftigate the 
propriety of grants and penfiona. I have no 
reafoato beliieve that I am a favourite with that 
party from whom Mr, Burke has feparatcd, 
it is impolHblc that I can be, and I can 
ailure him that I will never feck to be, by Jer- 
w7/Vy to.them, or by /r^^^A^f^^ to others. But 
whether the noble Duke and Lord in qucllion 
ajic ftimulated by a fenfc of duty, or by perfonal 
rcfentnaent to the. individual, to ihftitute this. 
i6quiry, their right to inftitute it is incontro- 
vertible, and: it does not l>ecome tlie objcA of. 
it,, hQvvcjver he may be cipofed, or afic<5tcd by 
thp event, to queftion that right. 

Mr. Bqrke does not tell the Duke of Bedford 
or Lord Lauderdale in plain diredl terms. that 

* " A power of examning accounts y iocenfurey correSl^ 

f^ andpunijby we never y that tknaw of, have thought of de* 

f^ nyingJt to the lioufe if Lords'^ 

. Speech of- Mr«. Burke on CLconomical Reform in the 

Houfe of Commoni, Vide his Work?, voL ii* p. %h^. 
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•' derhe an importance from the roftk of the per-* 
Jon they eomefrom^ and the gravity of the place 
where they are uttered^- in fome way or other I 
ought to take notice qf them.*^ Such, my good 
Sir, is the reafoti alledged by the gentleman 
for corning forward. The firft part of the 
ftatement is not exadily conformable to truth; 
indeed the gentleman is very apt to fly off 
in a diredl tangent from truth, whenever it 
fuits his purpole : he confiders himfclf as a 
Icind of privileged pcrfou, and feems to have 
provided, an excufe for the falfchoods he ut- 
ters, by informing its, that ^^ It is the na^ 
ture of all greatne/s' not to he jJ^XACT."* 
If by ^^ loo/e libels'' he means whatever has 
been faid againfl: him out o( Parliament, I 
would alk him if he treated thofe ftridlures on 
his condu6t which are annexed to the letters 
addreffed to the Duke of Grafton and Lord 
Stanhope, with thai ^^ filent contempt'' which 
he pretends ? I am perhaps better informed o» 
this oqcaiion than he fufpe6ls, not from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, with whom I 
have never convcrfed fince the year 1 7 93 , either 
on that or any other fubje6t> or from any per- 
fon cbnneiftfed with him ; but having it from 
unqiicftionable authority, I will alk Mr. Burke 

. * Burke's Speech on Americaii Taxation, Vol. 'u d, 54: • 

if 
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if he did not wait on the Minifler and make ufe 
of language that did not become either of the 
parties concerned to hear or utter ? 

I hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be 
more- explicit. It is plain that he totally mif^ 
underllood my fituation and my charadter^ and 
if I have brought this " defolate old man'' for* 
ward on my own account, it is merely by way 
of reproof for his having quitted his " retreat ^^^ 
to calumniate, and to have injured me, if I had 
been as abjedl and as dependent in my mind as 
he is vindidtive in his temper. Mr, Burke, tl)c 
inquifitor-general, as Anarcharfis Cloots w^s 
4he orator-general of the human race, cries out • 
moft vocifqroufly, if any one prefumes to hold . 
ai) " inqueft on his quantum meruitm^ 

It is probable, however, that he was onihe in- 
queft when his own ^^ quantum mermt'^ was af- 
certained, and when you enumerate the vaft 
fervices he has recorded^ and pretends to have 
performed : when you recoUeft all that he , 
has (aid of himfelf, and believe him to be 
f' EXACT," infpite ofgreatnefs, you wBl even 
then, Sir, con fefs that he has allowed himfelf 
full and ample reward for all the fervices he 
can poffibly have performed. 

this 
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This man, who arrogates to himfelf the 
right, and really cxercifes it, of amptitating, cut- 
ting up, flaying, hewing, flafhing, and anato- 
mifing inftitutions, eftabliftiments, miniflers, 
admirals, and generals, is in violent hyfterics 
ihe yery^ inftant that the probe is pointed to- 
wards his own putrid carcafe, and in the deli- 
nirni of his rage and his fears, exclaims that the 
iiirgeon is an hired aflaffin ! What does the coft- 
du€t 6f Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bed- 
ford and Lord Lauderdale in fa6t amount to, 
but a dire<9: denial of their right to in* 
quire into the nature of the penfioh which hSs 
been granted him by the Crown ? It is not for 
me to pronounce on the qtuintum meruit which 
ixas obtained him fuch large reward, I do not 
feel myfelf competent to difcufs the queftion, 
and ftill lefs does it become me, to giv^ an 
opioion on a matter which is to be argued, 
^here only fuch matters can be noticed with 
efted ; but by" this attack on the noble Lords 
abore mentioned, for a meafure juftified by 
the u(ages of Parliament, and forming apart 
of their duty, as truftees to the public, it ift 
evident that Mr. Burke, become a judge aftid 
fatty in his own caufe,' would V^reft from th6 
Houfe of Peers that (uperiutending controul 
over the public expfenditure, which he acknow- 
ledges 
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Sedges tc^ belong of right to.tbeHottfe of Lord^ 
v^od nQY^B tp havft teen denied it.* 

• J * • 

• I do not know in what light other gcntleiBtd 
,coiafider that pairt of the letter which relates* to 
ibe propofcd inquiry, but to me it appears io 
be a dii'cdt unqualified attack on the inquiiito- 
riltl pp\yer o£ the Peers, and a virtual denial of 
any right in Parliament itlelf to inveftigate the. 
propriety of grants and pcnfiona. I have no 
reafon to belijeve that I am a favourite with that 
party from whom Mr. Burke has fcparatcd, 
it is impolHblc that I can be, and I can 
ailure him that I will newr feck to be, by Jer- 
fuility. to, ihcm^ or by treachery io others. But; 
whether the noble Duke and Lord in qucllion 
ape llimulated by a fenfe of duty, or by perfonal 
rcfentnaent to the. individual, to ihftitute .this. 
i6quiry, their right tp inftitute it is incontro- 
vertible, and it does not l>ecome the objcA of. 
it,, howc^ep he may becxpofed, or affe<ftcd by 
thp event, to queition that right. 

Mr. Byrke does not tell the Duke of Bedford 
or Lord Lauderdale in plain diredl terms. that 

* " A power of examning accounts y iocenfurey correSff 
*.^ andpunijbi we never ^ that tknaw of, have thought ofde^ 
f^ nytngit to the Houfe <f Lords.** 

Speech- of- Mr«. Burke on CLconomical Referm in the 
Houfe of Commoni, Vide his Work?, voL ii* p. ib^. 
3 they. 
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thcjr, as Peers of Parliament, have no rig^t to 
examine aceomita ; he contents bimielf with 
abulirig them for announcing fuch an inten- 
tion, and attem^pts to deter them 'by a Ipecics 
of recrimination very novel in its nature, very 
. indecent, a6 well as linjuft in its application, 
apd whidi may have an operation which I hope 
was never ferioufly in his contemplation, for it 
goes to ihake the whole landed property in the 
three kingdoms.* If no title deeds are to be 
yalid^ that cannot trace their fource, pure and 
i^odeiilcd by ftand or rapine, through the vaft 
feqceflive ages of the world up to the original 
donation frowi Adam or from Noah, no n>an*$ 
property i^ fecurc ; or if confifcations or unfair 
m^ns," mafi^ centCiries back, and pra6lifed 
i^ the days of chivalr)?^, fo rapturoufly admired, 
and fo rapturovifly fung by Mr. Burke, are to 
Vitiate the titles of the prefent owners, and 
diipoflefs thenf of their property, and to place 
tbpm precifely in the fame condition as thofe 
whofe motto is ** nifor in adverfum^^'^ before 
tlicy foared from beggary ; I have only to fay, 
that the obje6tions he has made to the Ruf- 
feliamily, applies with equal force to the three 
great houfes of Cavendifh, Fitzwilliam, and 
Beutinck, all of whom, as well as Jiis Grace of 

♦Vide the Letter to a Noble Lord, by Edmund Burke, . 
n. ag. 
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fi^ with him— playing about him like a 
Tcrjr ^ry, and quarreUing . with- all mankind 
^at are not as mad as himfelf. Siichj my 
4fear Sir, is the ** defolate old matiy' who tells 
lis tiiat he has retired tp *' forrow and ohfcu^ 
** riiy^ dtad at once to the affairs and fleafures 
-^ of the world r Tell me. Sir, if in the 
eourie of your long experience, you ever re- 
member an aflcrtion fo evidently falfe and fo 
impudently made i and then fay, whether fuch 
a* man deferves mercy or indulgence ? A defo* 
late old man has no bufinefs on a public ilage, 
except in the fidions of the theatre, or as an 
objcdt of charity. In the latter charadter ht 
haft already appeared, and having been cha- 
ritftbly relieved, fhould withdraw. His pre- 
fence is an intrufion. But when this *' d^^ 
hted old man^ fays he has " taken his leave of 
**' London for ever*^ that he is *^ in^ forrow and 
^^ ohfeurity^ retired and dead to the affairs and' 
^^' phafures of this worUy' at the very in- ' 
ftant that he is gratifying his natural malignity 
of temper, and giving audience to printers de- ' 
viis in Harley Street, what elfe can we think 
of -him, bat that he is an impudent impoflor, 
unworthy of the alms he has obtained, and 
of the compaflion he implores? But. to the 
point. The performance of this officious and' 
difiatisfied old man commences with an infi- 
puation not very decent or juil againil the 

K Duke 
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DuKe of Bedford (whom^he would affimil^tc: 
to the cuj-fe ajid opprobriupa of JE'rance^ th(5^ 
JOuKe of Orleaps). knd \Cith a, very, fialfomp 
.compliraent indeed to Lord Grenvillc. I ^m 
as ready as any man. to pay full meafure of 
praife to fair and honeft defcrt; I am no lefS'^ 
djfpofed to think well and; to fpcal^ well of bis^ 
Lprd{)iip or any other man th<^n Mr. Burk^^^ , 
wheuever the panegyric is authorized by the 
f^it : and l^eing almoil as competent to de- 
pide on the charadler and capacity of the Np- 
ble Lord, 1 feel hurt at the awkward pofition 
in which, he has been placed by the premature- 
compliments of his. abjc6l jBulogift, \yji(>; 
would . probably have laid precifcly the farpc' 
of Sir ySTatkin Lewes, if Sir W^tl^in Lewes 
ha4 been fecretary of Hate* 

Mr. Burke is a per fe A adept in the very 
lucrative, fciencc of flatterv ; but the vanity that ' 
can be plea.fed with the praife of fuch a man. 
muft be very exorbitant indeed! How for- 
tunate it is that the grave conceals the bluihes 

...» ...'-• ' / ■ . . O t, - ■ ■■ ■ . ■ J 

of Lord Keppel ! Mr. Burke has introduced 
' a new method of prophefying; he pronounces^ 

decidedly what part the gallant admiral would 
^ake ia the gre;at public cjueftions of the day, 

if h^^were alive. It is^ perha^, oajyonfuch. 

occafiqijis as thefe that the_ a/Tertions of Mr. 
' BjLirke> do not: rifque contr^didlion. If Mr* 
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Fox had defcended to the tortib of his ahcef- 
fors before the French rcvol&'tioii happened,' I 
have no doubt but liis quondam friend W6tild 
' have as pathetically deplored the lofs of To 
much civic virtue and abihty, and have alldt- 
fed to Mr. Fox a part very different to \vi\at 
we have feen him take. What a misfortune* it 
is that Mr. Fox, by having furvived the ad- 
miral fo long, fhould be deprived of his fiiU 
portion of quayiitim meruit^ when the juror on 
liheinquefl would haive been fo extremely liberal 
and profufe ! Death,- at no future period of his 
life, can now infure to him fuch an epitaph 
as he would certainly have had if he had hap- 
pily died in time. But I forget myfelf: it is 
time that pleafantry Ihould give place to fo- 
briety, and I am once moire ferious, . 

Thfc motion announced in the early part of 
the prefent feffion, by the Duke of Bedford or 
Lord Lauderdale, the purport of which is tb 
inquire into the nature of a jienfioh grahled tb 
Mr. Burke, has produced a pamphlet fi-orh thjtt 
gentleman, which in other time^ would have 
drawn on it a very flirong pafliainehtafy fcch- 
fure, if not a prbfectition, for he brands, t)]^ 
implication, the mdtioh as a libel on his chi- 
, racfter. He fays (page 7) that " loofe UheJs 
^^ ought to he faffed hy injtlence and contempt. By 
^' me they have h^en fo always. But when they 

K a' ^^ derive 



€€ 
U 



( ^» ) 

•^ derhe an importance from the rank of the per-* 
Jon they comefrom^ and the gravity of the place 
where they are uttered^ in fome way or other I 
ought to take notice qf them^ Such, my good 
Sir, is the reafon alledged by the gentleman 
for corning forward. The firft part of the 
ilatement is not exa61y conformable to truth; 
indeed the gentleman is very apt to fly off 
in a diredl tangent from truth, whenever it 
fuits his purpofe : he conliders himfelf as a 
Icind of privileged perfon, and feems to have 
provided an excufe for the falfehoods he ut- 
ters, by informing lis, that ^^ It is the na^ 
ture of all greatnefs' not to be l^XACT.".* 
If by ^^ loo/e libels*' he means whatever has 
Ibeen faid againfl him out of Parliament, I 
would alk him if he treated thofe ftridlures on 
his conduit which are annexed to the letters 
addrefled to the Duke of Grafton and Lord 
Stanhope, with thai ^^ filent contempt'^ which 

' he pretends ? I am perhaps better informed om 
this occalion than he fufpedls, not from the 
Ghancellor of the Exchequer, with whom I 
have never converfed fince the year 1793, either 
on that or any other fubjciSt, or from any per- 

'.fon cbnne<9ted with him ; but having it from 
unqiieftioruble authority, I vyill alk Mr. Surke 

' - ^ ►-' - • . . . • - 

^ . .^ * Burke's Speech on Aoiericari Taxation, Vol. i. d. 54: • 

if 



• • . . . 



( 69 > 

if he did not-wait on the Minifter and mak^ ufe 
of language that did not become either of the 
parties concerned to hear or utter ? 

I hope Mr. Burke will not force me to be 
more explicit. It is plain that he totaHy miC- 
underftood my (ituation and my charadler, and 
if I have brought. this " dejolate old man\ for- 
ward on my own account, it is merely by way 
of reproof for his having quitted his ** retreaiy 
to calumniate, and to have injured me, if I had 
been as abje(5): and as dependent in my mind as 
he is vindidlive in his temper. Mr, Burke, tl^e 
inquiiitor-general, as Anarcharlis Cloots w^s 
4he orator-general of the human race, cries out 
moft vociferoufly, if any one prefumes to hold 
aQ ** inquejl on his (jjuantum meruit^'' 

It is probable, however, that he was onihe in- 
quell when his own *^ quantum meruit'^ was af- 
certained, and when you enumerate the vaft 
fervices he has recorded^ and pretends to have 
performed: when you recoUedl all that he , 
has (aid of himfelf, and believe him to be 
^5 EXACT," infpite ofgreafne/s^ you wfll even 
then, Sir, confefe that he has allowed himfelf 
full and ample reward for all the fervices he 
can polEbly have performed. 

thii 



This tnan, who arrogates te himfelf the 
right, and really cxcrcifes it, of amptitating, cut- 
ting up, flaying, hewing, flafliing, and anato* 
mifing inftitutions, eflabliftiments, miniflers, 
admirals, a«d generals, is in violent hy-fterics 
Jhe yer^ infiant that the probe is pointed to- 
wards his own putrid carcafe, and in the deli- 
num of his rage and his fears, exclaims that the 
furgeon is an hired aflaflin ! What does the coft- 
du£t of Mr. Burke towards the Duke of Bed- 
ford and Lord Lauderdale in faft amount to, 
but a dire6t denial of their right to in* 
quire into the nature of the penfioh which h^ 
been granted him by the Crown ? It is not for 
me to pronounce on the qtcantHm meruit which 
has obtained him fuch large reward. I do not 
feel myfelf competent to difcufs the qucftion, 
and ftili iefs does it become me, to give an 
opinion on a matter which is to be argued^ 
^here only fuch matters can be noticed with 
crfted ; but by^ this attack on thie noble Lords 
above mentioned, for a meafure juftified by 
ibc uiages of Parliament, and forming a pari 
of their duty, as truftees to the public, it il 
evident that Mr. Burke, become a judge afhd 
patty in bis own cffufe,' would ^reft from th6 
Houfe of Peers that Superintending controul 
over the public expenditure^ which he ackndW- 
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fa4lges tc^ belong of right tOitbeHoufe of Lord^ 
.^q4 nQY^c to haye- bjeen denied it.* 

• I d6 not know in what light other gentlemtcii 
,confider that* part of the letter which relates to 
Ihe propoied inqiuiry, but to me it appears to 
be a dii'e<ft unqualified attack on the inquifito- 
rial ppvyer oC the Peers, and a virtuial denial of 
any right in Parliamtrit itielt-to invefliigate the 
propriety of grants and pcnfiona. I have no 
reafoa to belijeve that T am a favourite with that 
party from whom Mr, Burke has fcparated, 
it is impolfiblc that I can be, and I can 
ailure hiuj that I will newr feck to be, byyer- 
w7/Vy to.them, or hy (r en chery to others. But, 
j^^hether the noble Duke and Lord in queflion 
are ftimulated by a fenfe of duty, or by perfonal 
rc&ntment to the individual, to ihflitute this, 
inquiry, their right to inftilute it is incontro- 
vertible, and it does notlDecome the objeAof. 
it,, hovvieyei! he may be cipofed, or affedcd by 
thp event, to queftion that right. 

Mf . Bmrke does not tell the Duke of Bedford 
or Lord Lauderdale in plain diredl terms. that 

* <* Apower of examning accounts y iocenfuriy comSt^ 
f-^ andpunijby w$ never ^ that tknow of, have thought ofde* 
f* nytngU to the Houfe cf Lords.'* 

Speech' of- Mr* .Burke on CLconomical Refbrm in the 
Houfe of Commons* Vide his Works, vol. ii» p. %b%. 
3 ^hey, 
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ipo ^ much miftaken by fomc, aod (6 uldc« 
ccntly milrcprefented by others. ;. .. 

■i.'' ■ ' ■.■••-. . * 

I aflert a truth well known to many iu both 
countries^ that France fought hofhlities almoft 
from tlie very moment that her unfortunate 
Monarch v:zs dragged in fcornful triumph 
^m.Ver&ilks to theTuilleries. AH partiea in 
^aris iaboured to inyolve their nation in a waf^ 
with very different vicw$,,I confe&, but their 
ditedlioa was th^ fame; and their zeal was in 
the extreme. The xK>bility and clergy wiibed 
^ar> as the only means of roinftating thedi 
1^ their prerogative^ and immunities ; the King 
was tau^t to coniider it by the fucceilion of 
Isad men and weak men that approached hipt^ 
nur the means of reftonng bimb to the . throne 
firoflpt which the Ihock of the firA aflcmbly. had 
igpfenedy and in fome degree even then dch 
Cached him ; the moderate party deiired wa9| 
B$ the means of cruihing. an over-bearing arif- 
tocracy> and exterminating the Jacobins, whoi[|i 
Ibey held in equal abhorrence^ from the dap: 
jger they: had to , fear from both, ftiould eitbnr 
'Squire the .ascendancy ; and the jacohins^ 
violent 6:om principle, . J&om. thds . inaptir 
\^de &>r public bulinels ; their iacurablc?^ ikn^ 
guinary jealoufy of all the intermediate ranks 
between the {i^saffantand the. thf^n and tJbeir 
jfr^ular fatal ambition to dicedtthe vaft and 

com** 



ciS ft ip l Kdtt c8 -mai^itie of governiiieflt^ fa 'vek^ 
much beyond not only their competence but 
their comprehenfion, were* as clamorous as the 
rcftfofwair. .-^ > 






The intrigues of all thefe defcriptions of mcii 
are no longer confined to the port folios of fa- 
reign minifters and fecretaries of ftate, and it 
is their publicity that makes me at a lofs to ac^ 
count ' for the charge which is perpetually ad* 
vanced againft adminiftration with fo much ve-^ 

h6mencc and injufticc, of having provoked the 

• 

war. Believe rac^ Sir, that it was hot in the 
power of the minifler to have avoided it ; and it 
IS but a tribute to truth, due to him in corilmoii 
vvTth all mankind, tp aflert it. Acquainted as I 
am with the very fanguin^g hopes that all parties 
afcertained from thft terrible calamity into whick 
they were impatient to plunge their country, my 
(orprife is, that the event which Europe has fy 
much reafon to deplore, did not fooner take 
place. Each party faw no other road to powei^ 
fbrtune, and pre-eminence, the fole objects of 
their perfonal purfuhs, but in hoftilitiesl Weafl 
know. Sir, what powerful incentives to crimes 
iiidi motives are: that thefe incentives become 
the ftronger in proportion as laws, mannersi and 
rellgioh tofe' their i-eftridlive powers on the 

Ynind, ihds th&t their efFcds are the more dread^ 

/-." • * > . . . • ». , > /it" 
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Mf whentfucb men have obtaiaedtbeiuxi^i^ 
they aipire ten . .; , 
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With rdped to the fubjedl of peac^j^ Jhaire 
only to fay, that in the temper in which France 
was in tlu: beginning of laf): month, it is . im- 
poiUble to encourage fo pleafing an hope* I 
do not believe that any mind in this countcy is 
. £> dcbafed by meannefs or deipondency as. to 
liave confented to an abfolute ctjfion of uUjic 
jdmqnefts which have been made on francc 
Of id HoUand^^a folmn and unequivocal . qlfu-' 
ranci ihat we ijuouhi no^ vieddU with the .go^ 
^,yemment of Ihlland^ ,91^ i^ith any wars M 
* which France might hereafter te^ engaged* 
Yet thefe were the terms, which: were in^i- 
K&.]y pfiered to Great Britain, aqd defirablei 
. nay^ • neccfTary. as peace may be> I do not think 
that the gentleman who made a motion, ibr 
peace would venture^ if he was in power, 
to open a negotiation under preliminaries So 
degrading, infulting^ and impradlicable. I 
am fuxe jthe nation would not fupport hixn, 
if he had; and to have compelled the . mi*- 
jDifter to treat under fuch humiliating ^cir* 
cumflances, what would it have been^ in facjl, 
my dear Sir, ,butto have delivered him over, 
bound hand and foot, to the mei;cy x£ the 
French DireiSpiy, with tjje rich teuft cojaai- 
mitted to his charge of nation^, honour and 

3 national 
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nfttiofikt j)rdlj^erity ? in wiiicfi aire iriVolvcc! "mir 
•liberties, domeftic felicity, and tile whale ofthc 
invaluable and dear-bougbt inheritance tranf- 
tnitted tans by otir forefathers ? Whenevi^rthofe 
on the other fide of the Channel are difpofed, dnd 
can venture thcmfdves oh peacc-^C/r la fa/x eft 
encore fins ^difficile h fatfe qiie la ^U6rte et 
Jurtotit pour la France-^! am well fatisfied 
that mihifiers, fenfible of the neceffity bf ter- 
ininating a rulhlefs Tv:ar, will cheerfully avail 
* themfelves of the favourable opportunity \ but 
their being well diipofed to make peace is only 

■it 

ail advance towards the dcfirablc * cveilt ; it 
is not the' accomplijhment of it : and unleft 
France feels as well dilpofed towards the fame 
object ias this country does, I really do not well 
ige how the great, the ineftiniablc blefling is to be 
•obtained. This fubjeft is very awful, dnd 
prefles a number of confiderations - on my 
-mind, but I forbear to trouble you with tlicwi 
^t prcfent. 

1 Ihall referve myfelf until I fee what Mr. 
'Burke has to fay in another pamphlet, Witfi 
which tie iKas" menaced us, and whlcli, by its 
title, (Regicide Peace) threatens to out-Hcrod 
air that he has eVer yet writteb or iaid,' not for- 
getting the dagger fccne irf the Hoiife bf 
Cofcfmibns. i would, however, miich rathbSt 
'thnt'he rdhi^ih^ ijnief, hot dnly for the tran- 
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quHlity and bQnpqr :of Qur coui)t)^» but fof m% : 
9w» particular reppfe. Deprived by tlyat &cix^, 
decree which tear$ afunder the deareft and . 
ftrongcft tie^ of nature, q( the com^nion^a^ i 
Ijayyputb, to middle age, and left tq perfoFSi ; . 
the lyorft and qcx^fi: painful half of the jom^. 
pey of lifp by myfelf, | ba^ve ijttle reliih fot; 
>yh^t.^re called th.e pleafufc^ of the wpiid;.r 
j^lld' having in a manner the fame prOvoqUiviC . 
to retirement, and the fame caufe qf forrow, 
«9 Mr. Biirke^ J would alfo qqit tjie metrq- 
pedis, for a cottage and a gardeq, where I 
poijld be fecure and h^ppy* ^|r. B^rke, be- 
lieve n^p, is not the only roan who .Ms tp 
mourn the loli of departed qxcellence ! 

■ ■. ' ■ * . ' •■ ' 

The jjiisfbrtijine ig, that his grief is not ftraqg. 

,pnpugh to fijbdue the influence of habit 

Efut. if his niind wa3 capable; of qpnyidlion . 

agairift its prgudices; if it >^as difppfed to.. 

receive good council, I would admontib hiw 

to crave pardon of an piFended world, ai^d ^ 

juakq his peace yfith Heaven ; ,he,Jbas^no. 

time to Ipfe! He Should conf^fs, repQnt>.'A9d. 

be forgiven, for the tpri^b aw^it^, Jiinoi j , 

I xely on ypur indjalgpnce^ my dear Sir,,^ P?*i? 
don t|ie many inaccuracies which jnnft uiniypi^ ■. 
. ftfjlyocQiirin alettcr ev^ently.writtcnjp.haLflerrt/ 
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the more dangerous from th(i iihiccountable " 

* * - " # 

fafhi<yn of the rtioinent, to cbrifider Mr. Burke ' 
as the ftiandaM of truth, reaion, arid loyalty! . 
It Would be an eiidlefs labour to trjace hiin * 
thfimgh all the Windings and alniof): impene- * 
trabte* labyrinths of his political hiftory ; but it ' 
fiirWy can be of very little ultimate good td ' i 
morals to fee fuch bare-faced ajK)fl:acy hp* 
noured imd rewarded ! 
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Sir, my mind is tvreary With iiimitiating on 7 
the difgufting variety of inexplicable contra--^ 
^i<5lion which we behold in the coridudl of 
human affairs : it is diigufted v^ith. the enmity '^ 
that reigns, and with that ruihotis and hu- 
miliating-warfare which is everlaftingly carried 
on between precept and example. ' We have one 
code for theory sind ^noihcv (or pra^Iice ! .All\. 
this, perhaps, may be neceflary, to enable f^ 
mail to cozen man ; but, furely, Sfr, it is un- '^ 
juft* that thofe who have no fuch defign, and \[^ 
abh6r fuch m;eans, fli'ould become the viftims * 
of their irifaiitine pi:ejudices„ knd be puhifhea^^ ' 
for^ adhering to thVleflbhs of morality vvhidi - 
they learnt in the niirfcry. 

ftfri fitirke' has 'l>6en' the ' fuccefi^il 'apoffle :^. ^ 
pf a 'dhftWjiit- tfelig^^ and' he iiks praaifei^^ 



